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Governorate: AL-Dakhiliya 2013/2014
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEST
GRADE NINE
Semester One
Second Sessicn
HName
School Class

Write your answers on the Test Paper

Time: 2 hours Pages: 9

LISTENING | 10

GRM/VCB | 10

TEST | READING | 10
SCORES

WRITING | 10




ENGLISH, GRADE 2, SEMESTER ONE, 2~ SESSION
2013/2014

LISTENING 1 ({Items 1-5}

[5 marks]

You are going to hear five short texts about a healthy life style. Maich the pictures with

the texts. For each text, shade in the bubble O under the correct option.

A.

B.

C.

Text

Pictures
A B cC D E F
< < - (- < (-]
< < - - - <
(- - <> L O L
L-— < < < o -
- < O < < o




ENGLISH, GRADE 9, SEMESTER ONE, Second SESSEON

LISTENING 2 (items 6-10)

The celebration takes place on the

Scotts use the word Hogmanay for the

¢y first

They decorate their houses with

¢ banners and balloons ¢ Candles

During the celebration people give each others

of December.

< 317

day of the year.

¢y second

> lights

¢ Food ¢ balloons

Scots feel in the celebration.

¢ Happy ¢y bored

< gifts

¢ sad

LISTENING
SCORE

[5 marks]

You are going to hear a text about the New Year's eve celebration. For each item, shade
in the bubble €O next to the correct option.

10




ENGLISH, GRADE 9, SEMESTER ONE, 2~ SESSION
2013/2014

GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 1 (Items 1-5)

[272 marks]

Complete the text. For each item, shade in the bubble <2 next to the correct option.

have been made into

Jules Verne was a famous French ()
He was best known for his rich
found it difficult to have his®!

.He was born in Nandi, France ini828,.

. He wrote stories based on legends. He

published at first. It was a great success after

so we can see them on television.

his first book, Five Weeks in a Balloon, was published. After that he wrote two novels a

year. At the of forty, he had written eighty novels. Many of his stories

1. O

2. <O

Player

plots

awards

age

films

<

-

inventor L
imagination <
money <
life -
projects (-}

GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 2 {(Items 6-10)

Complete each sentence with ONE word only.

6. Laila and Salwa went to play with

friends.

7. Alexander Bell was the man

8.1

9.

1¢. This house

invented the telephone.

just finished washing the dishes.

it started raining, the weather became cool.

built in 1961.

writer

dreams

books

century

biography

[27. marks]




ENGLISH, GRADE 2, SEMESTER ONE, Second SESSION

2013/2014

GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 3 (ltems 11-20}) [S marks])

Complete the unfinished words in the text.
Make sure you spell each word correctly.

TEXT
Speaker A: Hello Sami .I am glad to be in Oman. It is much hotter th my country.
Speaker B: 1tis hot, above 40 degree. How are y John? Welcome in Oman.
Speaker A: Fine friend, b I do really feel hungry after the long flight.
Speaker B: I kngw a famous.rest in Al I.<huwe|r. It is very popular among

tourists because it ser Omani food.

A ni idea. I would like to do some shopping later. D you have any
Speaker A: .

shopping centres here?

Yes, of course. Thereisab mall calied Carrefour. It h many
Speaker B: .

different shops.
Speaker A: Great. If there is a cin nearby, we will enjoy watching a film then.
Speaker B: Of course, let's go.

GRM/VCB

SCORE
10




ENGLISH, GRADE 9, SEMESTER ONE, 2~ SESSICN

201372014

READING 1 (Items 1-4)

[4 marks]

Match the four texts on the left with the texts in the box. Shade in the bubble < under
the correct option.

i.

Many whitening creams are very
harmful because of the chemicals they
contain.

It was a sunny afternocn and Maryam
wanted to play on the beach to build a
sand castle.

I really enjoy solving puzzles, so 1
bought a puzzle from a shop.

Alferd Lord Tennyson was an English
poet.

However, when I got home and opened
the box, I found many parts missing.

They can burn your skin and cause
dark spots.

They can destroy your stomach and
can give high blood pressure if you use
them too often.

Her aunt Fatma told her that she
should put sunscreen and wear a hat.

He is the greatest footbalier in the
world. His skills and success
encouraged girls and boys to play
sport.

He used his poetry to show his feelings
and thoughts. People still enjoy
reading his poemns.

A B C D E F

1. <O < <O o < <
2 o O - ) (- <o
3. (- - O - < -
4. - <O < < < -




ENGLISH, GRADE 9, SEMESTER ONE, Second SESSION
2013/20:4

READING 2 (Items 5-10} [6 marks]
Read the text. Then complete the task.

Dear Aysha,

Hello, I have collected some information about traditions of hospitality in Japan. I hope
this information will help you with your project.

In my country Japan, we usually invite visitors home at the weekend. Before they come,
we must tidy the front garden and clean the entrance hall. Then we must spray it all with
water to show that we welcome visitors with cleanliness .The visitors usually bring
presents like sweets and flowers.

Usually we wear our traditional dress (The Kimono)} when we expect guests. The style
and colour of The Kimono depend on the occasion, person's age and marital status. The
Kimano of women is made of siik but these days they are also made of polyester. The
Kimono of men is made typically from matt fabrics.

We always serve traditional Japanese meals like sushi and tempura for foreign visitors
but when we have Japanese visitors, we serve all kind of food such as spaghetti, Chinese
food, or steaks. After the meal, we serve the green tea, which is the most commonly
drink in Japan. Most house have traditional rooms to serve tea. When the visitors leave,
the host and hostess wait until we can’t see them anymore.

I hope this will be useful for your project and I am willing to send you more information.
I would also like to know about Omani traditions with guests.

Waiting to hear from you soon, best wishes,

Sumie




ENGLISH, GRADE 2, SEMESTER ONE, 2™ SESSION

READING 2 {cont’d)

2013/2014

For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS).

5. Who is the e-mail to?

6. When do Japanese invite visitors 7

7. Why do they clean the entrance?

8. What do Japanese wear when they have guests?

9. What food do Japanese serve to foreign visitors

?

10. Where do they serve the tea?

READING
SCORE

10




ENGLISH, GRADE 9, SEMESTER ONE, Second SESSION
2013/2014

WRITING 1 [5 marks]

Write at least 60 words on the following topic:
“If I won one million rials, I would give it all to poor people”
~-Do you agree or not? Give your reasons.
Your writing should be clear, well- organized and interesting.

Marker A Marker B Average




almanahj.comf/om aslesll zalioll gdgo

ENGLISH, GRADE ¢, SEMESTER ONE, 27 SESSION
2013/201

WRITING 2 " [5 marks]

Complete the following task. Write at least 75 words.

Write about one weekend you spent with your friends.
What activities did you do?

Your writing should be clear, well- organized and interesting.

Marker 4 Marker B Average

WRITING

SCORE 10




GRADE NINE — ENGLISH LANGUAGE MARKING GUIDE
SEMESTER ONE, 2013/2014, SECOND SESSION TOTAL MARKS: 40
Governorate: Addakhiliya page 1 of 3

FREkdhkhkEEd kA rrFdhdIddbhbdrrdhiddhrbdorhhdhhbddrodbdhhdddkiikikx

LISTENING 1 (5 mks)

A B c D E F
1. < < < < O L
2 @ - O (- < (-
3 - <O (- @& - -
4. < - L (- - -
5 - < O O & -
Notes: One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.
LISTENING 2 (5 mks)

5. o o 13 @ 31st

7. @ [gst < first < second

8. @ Banners and balloons < candles < lights

9. <O food < balloons @ ifts

10. @ happy < bored < sad
Notes: One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.

GRM/VCB 1 (2.5 mks)

1. <& player < inventor @ writer

2. <  plots @ imagination < dreams

3. < awards <O money @ books

4. @ age S Life O century

- <
5. @ films projects biography

Notes: Half-a-mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.




Grade 9, Sem. 1, 2013/14, *** Session: Marking Guide

page 2 of 3

GRM/ VCB 2 (2.5 mks)

GRM/ VCB 3 (5 mks)

6. their
7. who
8. have
9.after

10. was

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

than 16. nice
you 1i7. Do

but 18. big
restaurant 18. has
serves 20. cinema

Notes: Half-a-mark each. Spelling must be

Notes: Half-a-mark each. Spelling must be correct,

correct. including grammatical endings.
READING 1 {4 mks) READING 2 (6 mks)
A B C D E o> Aysha
1 - & o o> R ) ) 6. atthe weekend
2 - o ) > < - 7. Towelcome visitors ( with cleanliness)
3. = O o - o oS 8. The Kimono (traditional dreSS)
4 ) o ) - - & 9. Traditional Japaneese meals/ Sushi and

tempura
10. ina traditional room

Notes: One mark each. Responses must be indicated
clearly.

Notes: One mark each. Complete accuracy
in grammar and spelling is not required, but
answers must be clearly and convincingly
correct.




Grade 8, Sem. 1, 2013/14, * Session: Marking Guide page 3 of 3

WRITING 1 {5 mks)

— Discusses the topic in a lively, interesting way, making effective use of supporting arguments.
5 | — The points made by the writer are logically organised and very clear.

— Makes use of a fair range of structures and vocabulary, with a good level of accuracy.

— Discusses the topic reasonably well, but use of supporting arguments is not fully effective.
4 | — The points made by the writer are reasonably well organized and mostly clear.
— Use of grammar and vocabulary is reasonably correct, though rather limited in range.

— Expresses opinions with some use of supporting arguments, but only in a limited way.
3 | — The writer makes an attempt to organise his/her points, but this is only partly effective.
— There is a noticeable lack of accuracy in the use of grammar and vecabulary.

— Makes an attempt to discuss the topic, but the result is unconvincing and clearly inadequate.
2 | - Weak organization makes it difficult to follow the points being made by the writer.
- Grammar and vocabulary contain frequent serious errors.

— A very feeble attempt to discuss the topic. Very little relevant content.
1 | ~ The points made by the writer are confused and disjointed.
— The language used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted.

No attempt at the task: EITHER lIrrelevant (Completely unrelated to the topic)

0 OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in English OR Complete nonsense
WRITING 2 (5 mks)
5 |~ Tells the story fully and clearly, in a lively, interesting way, providing appropriate details.
— The text is coherent and easy to read. Not many language errors. '
4 | Tells the story clearly enough, but writing lacks interest for the reader.
— There are several noticeable language errors and the text sometimes lacks coherence.
3 |7 Manages to convey the main outline of the story, but only in a limited way.
— Language used is limited in range and/or contains quite frequent errors.
5 |7 An attempt is made to tell the story, but important points are either missing or unclear.
— Language used is very limited and/or contains many serious errors.
g 1" A very feeble attempt to tell the story. Very little relevant content.
— Language used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted.
0 No attempt at the task: EITHER Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the pictures or to the task/

‘ instructions) OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in English OR Complete nonsense

*NOTE: In WRITING 2, test-writers actually have two different task-options to choose from (Picture
Story or Task Instructions) when preparing the exam-paper. However, as both of these require student
to produce a narrative text, the same Rating Scale can be used, whichever type of task they use.



Grade nine listening script{2013-2014) —second session

Listeningl

Hello my name is Mike, I am a dietician . Many people come to me to help them
reduce weight. Today , I would like to give you some advice on how can we live a
healthy life style

1-Firstly, we should always watch our diet and cut out fatty food such as ice
cream,chips,sandwiches and fizzy drinks in order to loose weight.

2-Secondly, we better try our best to eat more fruits and vegetables to be healthier.
They do contain vitamins that protect us from diseases.

3- .Doing some exercises is also very important to strengthen the muscles in our
arms,legs and shoulders . Lifting objects for instance can participate in keeping us
strong all our life.

4- In my point of view Cyclying is the easiest and the best way to have a stronger
heart. It's good to cycle for at least 20 minutes a day.

5- Finally, I will also advise you to try to go to bed early and avoid coffee and tea.
This will help you to be relaxed and active during the day.

Listening2?

The New Year's Eve is celebrated all around the world. Countries usually celebrate the
arrival of the New Year in December 31

In Scotland the Scots have a long rich heritage associated with this event - and have
their own name for it, Hogmanay which means "the last day of the year™.

Scots usually have parties in their houses. They send invitations to friends and
decorate their houses with colourful balloons and banners saying "Happy New Year",
They also buy presents and prepare delicious food. There are also some traditions
before midnight such as cleaning the house on 31st December (including taking out
the ashes from the fire in the days when coal fires were common).

On the evening of December 31st people dress in their best clothes and go to parties.
They eat and have fun. When the clock strikes twelve, everybody shouts "Happy New
Year!{"They all join hand and sing a traditional Scottish song .This song tells them to
forget the bad things and all be friends. Then everybody exchange gifts. People often
set off magnificent fireworks in the streets too. Soon after midnight people visit their
friends and neighbours. The first man enter the house brings good luck with him.

New Year's Eve is wonderful. Everyone has fun and enjoys its time. It's a perfect way
to welcome the New Year.
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READING 2 {Items 5-10) [6 marks]
Read the text. Then complete the task.

=

!

Hi Alit

1 would like to inform you about my last visit to Thailand where I realized that
most Thais have visited the Grand Palace in Bangkok at least once, ang it is a
"must- see destination™ for all visitors to Thaitand. It is located in the city center
on the banks of the Chac Phraya river. It is the only royal palace in Thailand
which you can actually visit. It was built in 1805, so it's almost 209 years old. It
was built by king Rama as a house and office for the Thai royal family, who lived
and worked there for a hundred years. Nowadays, the king works in ancther
smaller building, and the Grand Palace has become a museum. The Palace is a
wonderful example of Thai architecture and is full of beautifully carved wood,
colorful paintings and gold statues- so be sure to take your camera with you! The
most interesting object in the palace is the royal throne, on which the king used
to sit when receiving guests. It is decorated with wonderful pearls and jewels.
Visiting hours are 8:30- 11:30 am and 13:00-15:30 pm every day. Entry costs
only two dollars, One hour is probably enough for a visit, however, the palace
becomes very crowded during the Thai new year festival. ‘

READING 2 {cont’d)
For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS]).

5. How old is the Grand palace in Bangkok ?

6. What is it used for nowadays?

7. What's the most interesting object in the palace?
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WRITING 2 [6 marks] |

Write a story of at least 75 weords about Amy holiday based on the Jollowing pictures.
You can use the words in the box to help you.

You can also put in more details to make your story lively and interesting.

trip fishing Have breakfast Story W
i park shopping go to bed . l
[ —

@ @
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ERGLISH, GRADE 8, SEMESTER ONE, 2 TBFSBION

[5 marks]

WRITING 1

Write at least 60 weords on the following topic:
"Going on a special diet is enough to maintain good health”
-Do you agree or not? Give your reasons.

Your writing should be clear and organized.

; .
\ Marker & T Marker B Average

\
|




8. \When do visitors enter the palace in the morping?

9, How much do you have to pay for visiting the Palace cost?

10. When does the Palace become crowded?

READING
SCORE 10




READING 1 {(Items 1-4)

[4 marks]

Match the four texts on the left with the texts in the box. Shade in the bubble € under
the correct option.

1.

I'm on my way to mend my little
brother's bike.

Come on, we might get awarded for
heing brave.

In the UK, many children get pocket
money from thelr parents.

Vicky Cross raised about 10,000 rials
for charity last year.

AI

We should raise money for charity or
volunteer to help others.

B. The problem is that people like
spending their money all the time.
C. She started a students’ charity shop

and she ran 5 marathons.

He crashed into a tree, he's ok but the
bike is broken. Repairing it will take a
while.

Children also earn such monegy from
doing work around the house.

It was good to save that child who
couldn swim.

A B C D E F
1 < - - <o < <
2, < < e < < L
3 - - <O <o < (-
4 < - < - - <
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 3 {Items 11-20) [5 marks]

Complete the unfinished words in the text.
Make sure you spell each word correctly.

EXAMPLE:

“Good  morning! MY, name’s Ahmed Al-Zedjali and_Tmastudent ata
schoo! in Muscat. 'm in Grade_ Six. My favouste subject is Maths.”

TEXT

Speaker A:  How will you spendyo______ free time this afternoon Tarig?
Speaker ;  Wel, I'm going to complete the project with my fr Ali.
Speaker A:  What is the project ab 7

Speaker B:  The name of the project is “Keep your ¢i__ clean”.
Speaker A: Who are you go___ to work with?

Speaker B: 18 working with Ali because he b got great perscnality.
' Speaker A: you will probably fin the project tonight, right?

Speaker B: ¥ , I think that.

Speaker A see you tomaorr .

Speaker B: See you.

GRM/VCB
SCORE 10




GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 1 (ftems 1-5) ' {22 marks]
Complete the text. For each item, shade in the bubble < next to the correct option.
| o 1
" people have different opinion an Money. Some people say that money makes people i
I through buying new cars, ciothes and @) items. However, |
| money cannot Buy @7 L or feelings of success after accomplishing tasks .
{ Moreover, @ persen may own millions of doliars, but his ______ cannot buy him
| health. Moneyis " ______ __in our life, but it does not guarantee health, happiness ]l
. or success. . ‘
I T T

1.¢> worse ¢ possible <> happier

2. > expensive ¢> dangerous >  scared

3. <& astonishmient £ announcement ¢~ achievement

4. ¢ wealth ¢> health ¢ appearance

5. ¢ important > poor > Intelligent

_

GRAMMAR /VOCABULARY 2 {items 6-10) [2% marks]

Complete each senterice with ONE word only.

6. London is colder than Paris, it?

7. The story we read last week was wonderful.

&, Jane Austine, ________ was a famous author, wrote in the 19" century.
g, Thisls ____hookIijost yesterday.

10, That umbrella belcng to Rawan.?

3 L
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LISTENING 2 {ltems 6-10) {5 marks]

You are going to hear a text about a famous Omar astronomer.
For each item, shade in the bubble € next to the correct option.

6. Yusuf Al-Salmiis from

¢ AlHogeen oy Muscat D Salaiah

7.  Heis interested in .............which is about studying the sky and the stars.

¢ Biology ¢ Geography < Astronomy

8. Yusuf made a ............collection out of books and magazines collection.

¢~ library ¢ bookshop ¢ telescope
@, In 1992, Yusuf bought himself a ... )

¢ library < DvD <o telescope
10. The ohservatory got completed in ..o

o= 1997 ¢ 2001, < 1979

LISTERING
SCORE ‘




LISTENING 1 (Items 1-5)

[& marks]

You are going to hear five short texts about Tariq’s summer holiday. Match the pictures
with the texts. For each texi, shade in the bubble < under the correct option.

Text

4.

Pictures
A B C D E F
< -l < < ()
< << < L 2
< L (- < L)
< (-] (- (- <o
< L <o Lo L



Listening 1:

1. Last summer, we spent an interesting holiday in India. We flew to

India on the 26" of July.

2. One the first day we saw the great Ta) Mahal. It is one of the most

famous tourist buildings in India.

3. Two days later, we visited one of the greatest places in India, the

LUCKNOW zoo. There, we saw the zebra running, but three zebras were

looking strangely at us.

4, My sister enjoyed hugging the furry cat. I couldn’t sec the panda

though I love this animal,

5. On our last day in India, we played a lot and enjoyed walking on

the sandy beach of Mombai. Our trip will remain in my hurt.

Listening 2:

In a small village in Athougein in Batinah region, an amazing man
called Yusuf ALSalmi. He is following the steps of great Arab astronomers.
When he was in grade 5, he started collecting books and magazines on
space. Day after day, his book collection got bigger until he decided to make
himself a vaiuable library, Then, in 1992, Yusuf bought himself a telescope.

The first thing he saw was the moon with its deep craters, high mountains
and flat plains. In 1997, he decided to build an observatory which was

finally completed in 2001.



Grade 9, Sem. 1, 2012/13, 1% Session: Marking Guide
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WRITING 1 (5 mks)

&

| — Discusses the topic in a lively, interesting way, making effective use of supporting argumenis,

— The points made by the writer are logically organised and very clear.
| — Makes use of a fair range of structures and vocabulary, with a good level of accuracy.

- Discusses the topic reasonably well, but use of supporting arguments is not fully effective.
- The points made by the writer are reasonably well organized and mostly clear.
- Use of grammar and vocabulary is reasenably correct, though rather limited in range.

— Expresses opinions with some use of supporting arguments, but only in a limited way.
— The writer makes an attempt to organise his/her points, but this is only partly effective.
—There is a noticeable lack of accuracy in the use of grammar and vocabulary.

~ Weak organization makes it difficult to follow the points being made by the writer,
~ Grammar and vocabulary contain freguent serious errors.

page 3of3

~ Makes an attempt to discuss the topic, but the result is unconvincing and clearly inadequate.

- A very feeble attempt to discuss the topic. Very littie relevant content.
~ The points made by the writer are confused and disjointed.
~ The language used is extremely fimited and/or seriously disterted.

No attempt at the task: EITHER lrelevant (Completely unrelated to the topic)
1 OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in English OR Complete nonsense

WRITING 2 {5 mks)

— Telis the story fully and clearly, in alively, intéresting way, providing appropriate details.
— The text is coherent and easy to read. Not many language errors.

— Tells the story clearly enough, but writing lacks interest for the reader.
— There are several noticeable language errors and the text scmetimes tacks coherence.

— Manages to convey the main outline of the story, but only in a limited way.
— Language used is limited in range and/or contains quite frequent errors.

~ An attempt is made to tell the story, but important points are either missing or unclear.
- Language used is very limited and/or containg many serious errors,

— A very fesble attempt to tell the story. Very litile relevant content.
- Language used is extremely limited and/or serfously distoried.

*NOTE: In WRITING 2, test-writers actually have two different task-options to choose from (Picture
Story or Task Instructions) when preparing the exam-paper. However, as both of these require student

to produce a narrative text, the same Rating Scale can be used, whichever type of task they use.

No attempt at the fask: EITHER Irrelevant (Completely unrelated 10 the pictures or to the task/
“instructions) OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in English OR Complete nonsense
1




Grade 9, Sem. 1, 2012/13, 1% Session: Marking Guide page 2 of 3
GRM/ VCE 2 (2.5 mks) GRM/ VCB 3 (5 mks)
6. isnt 11,  Youw 16, like
; 7. that / which 12. Frend 17. has
g 13,  abou 18, finish
5. ' 14, oy 15, Yes
1p. ot 15.  going 20. tomorrow
Notes: Half-a-mark each. Spelling must be | Notes: Half-a-mark each. Speliing must be correct,
correct, including graminatical endings.
READING 1 (4 miks) READING 2 (6 mks}]
A B C ) E F 5. 209
6. A museum
Lo o o = o o
7. The royal throne
2 o o o o o 9=
8. Between 8,30 —11:30 am
o o o o = O
' 8. 2dollars
4 = o o <o o o

10. During the Thai new year festival.

clearly.

Notes: One mark each. Responses must be indicated

Notes: One mark each, Complete accuracy
in grammar and spelfing is not required, but
answers must be clearly and convincingly

correct,
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GRADE NINE — ENGLISH LANGUAGE
SEMESTER ONE, 2013720144, FIRST SESSION

MARKING GUIDE
TOTAL MARKS: 40

REGION.: page 1 of 3
LISTENING 1 (5 mks)
A B c D E F
1. - - < < - -
2. P - - o o o
3. b o L) <> < -
4. < - < < o <
5. f < -} - < <o
" Notes: One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.
LISTENING 2 {5 mks)
6. ==, Al Hogeen <y <
7. o - ==,  Asironomy
8. < Library -
9. < = Telescope
10, o - 2001, -
] Notes: One mark each. Responses must be inc;'iéated clearly,
GRM/VCB 1 (2.5 mKs)
1 ) - =, happier
1 2. = Expensive oy <
TP > w», achievement
4 = Wealth =) -
. = jmportant - -

Notes: Half-a-mark each. Responses must be indicated cleary.
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