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Complete the article with the sentences
below. There is one extra sentence you don’t
need.

A

Some gorilla sounds are similar to those
made by humans.

This is a strong warning to the younger gorilla
to go away.

Gesture and sound aren’t the only ways that
gorillas communicate.

So look out for them in the enclosure.

Gorillas can often live up to the age of 40.

Like humans, gorillas use facial expressions to
show their emotions.
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GORILLA INFORMATION SHEET: §
COMMUNICATION

Gorillas share an amazing 98% of our DNA. Owver the years
scientists have studied the similarities between human and
gorilla behavior, and in particular the ways they communicate.

Why do gorillas hit their chests?

in the wild, gorillas aften five in groups of four ta ten, although these
griupss can be moch bigger Geatured aré an impartant part of gonlla
communication and they are often usad to keep the sossl relstanships in
the group. Fer Emrﬂ":‘m, e yeung male gﬂrlua s W starl & Flgl‘ﬂ wath &n
pider "silverback™ male gorilla, then the silveriaack stands up and his his
chest quickly with his hanos.

1

Don't stare at the gorillas!

& gorilla shows lear by maving s eyes nervously from side ta side and
opaning its mouth, Angar is shown by a long stare with tha mauth shat and
lipa tightly pushed together. The consequence of this is that garilles don't
lika being stared et by other gonlles, or humans!

Do gorillas talk to each other?

Garillas usually live in thick rainferests, so communication by sound is
important because they often can't slways see each other Gorillas have
excellent hearing and when they are on the move, thy ofver mzke kounde
1o [ocate other members of the group at & distance. Ressarchers have
identified benween 20 and 25 different gorilla sounds and thelr maanings.
These sounds include barks, grunta, shouts, end screams, and are sometimes
uged tegether with gestures, For examp s, when the male sllverback beats
his chest to warn off a younger male, he makes a very loud screaming nokse
at the same tims. !

When voung gorillas play with each other they make & nose that sounds like
& human laugh

How can gorillas wam of danger?

Whan gorillas trave! through the rainforest, they always need to look out for
predatons and ather dangers, i a silverback gorilla identifies a threat, they
can gue ofl a strorg scent and secretly warn other gorillas without making a
noica,

Our study here at the oo

This year, the sesearch department at our z2oo will do 3 detailled study into
how gonllas commanicate with each othar, particularly at feeding tma
Ed

But don't worry, thay won't be staring at the gaorillas, they'll be quistly
obsarving them from one side!




