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Vocabulary

17

Complete each sentence with a word from the box.

| confidential | criticism | ridicule | circulates| virtue | rumor | praise |

1. It is difficult to accept Sometimes it hurts your feelings.

2 someone is to make fun of him or her.

3. It is important to children when they do something well.

4. | heard a that our teacher is going to retire. Is it true?

5. Kindness is a Everyone should be nicer to other people.

6. Doctors are not allowed to tell information about their patients.
7. The thief the house trying to get inside

Grammar

Write a sentence that quotes the speaker’s exact words.

1. Jason: | wish | could play tennis.

Change the quoted speech to reported speech.

1. Peter said, “| was eating dinner when Kevin called.”
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Reading
Read the text and answer the questions.

Gossip
Gossip is defined as idle talk or rumors, especially about the private affairs of others.
Read the following quotes and proverbs about gossip and think about the meaning
of each.

We have two ears and one tongue so that we would listen more and talk less.

— Diogenes

What is told in the ear of a man is often heard 100 miles away. — Chinese Proverb
Fire and swords are slow engines of destruction, compared to the tongue of a
Gossip.

—Richard Steele Sr.

Conversation is an exercise of the mind; gossip is merely an exercise of the tongue.
— Unknown

There is a terrible lot of lies going about the world, and the worst of it is that half of
them are true.

— Winston Churchill

/2

1. Which sentence is true?

A. The Chinese believe that if you trust someone with a secret, he’'ll keep it.
B. Diogenes thought that people should listen more than they talk.

C. Winston Churchill thought that all rumors were probably true.

2. Who believes that if you tell one person you might as well tell everyone?
A. The Chinese

B. Richard Steele Sr.

C. Winston Churchill

Form, Meaning and Function

Choose the best answer to fill in the blank in each question.

1. If you have a stomachache, you stop eating all that candy.
A. shouldn’t B. ought not to C. had better D. should better

2. It is not nice to talk about people behind their backs. You gossiping.
A. shouldn’t B. ought not to C. may stop D. must stop

3. We see with our .
A. eyes B. ears C. nose D. head

4. We talk with our .
A. arms B. mouths C. feet D. teeth
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Vocabulary

17

Complete each sentence with a word from the box.

| confidential | criticism | ridicule | circulates| virtue | rumor | praise |

1. It is difficult to accept criticism Sometimes it hurts your feelings.

2. To ridicule someone is to make fun of him or her.

3. It is important to praise children when they do something well.

4. | heard a rumor that our teacher is going to retire. Is it true?

5. Kindness is a virtue Everyone should be nicer to other people.

6. Doctors are not allowed to tell confidential information about their patients.
7. The thief circulates the house trying to get inside

Grammar

Write a sentence that quotes the speaker’s exact words.

1. Jason: | wish | could play tennis.
Jason said, “l wish | could play tennis.”

2. Fahd: Can you open the door, please?
Fahd said, “Can you open the door, please?”

3. Nathan: Mark failed that test.
Nathan said, “Mark failed that test.”

Change the quoted speech to reported speech.

1. Peter said, “| was eating dinner when Kevin called.”
Peter said that he had been eating dinner when Kevin called.

2. The weatherman said, “It will rain today.”
The weatherman said that it would rain today.

3. Brian said, ‘I like Keith’'s new car.”
Brian said that he liked Keith’'s new car.

4. They said, “We should stay home and study tonight.”
They said that we/they should stay home and study tonight.”
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Reading
Read the text and answer the questions.

Gossip
Gossip is defined as idle talk or rumors, especially about the private affairs of others.
Read the following quotes and proverbs about gossip and think about the meaning
of each.

We have two ears and one tongue so that we would listen more and talk less.

— Diogenes

What is told in the ear of a man is often heard 100 miles away. — Chinese Proverb
Fire and swords are slow engines of destruction, compared to the tongue of a
Gossip.

—Richard Steele Sr.

Conversation is an exercise of the mind; gossip is merely an exercise of the tongue.
— Unknown

There is a terrible lot of lies going about the world, and the worst of it is that half of
them are true.

— Winston Churchill

/2

1. Which sentence is true?

A. The Chinese believe that if you trust someone with a secret, he’'ll keep it.
B. Diogenes thought that people should listen more than they talk.

C. Winston Churchill thought that all rumors were probably true.

2. Who believes that if you tell one person you might as well tell everyone?
A. The Chinese

B. Richard Steele Sr.

C. Winston Churchill

Form, Meaning and Function

Choose the best answer to fill in the blank in each question.

1. If you have a stomachache, you stop eating all that candy.
A. shouldn’t B. ought not to C. had better D. should better

2. It is not nice to talk about people behind their backs. You gossiping.
A. shouldn’t B. ought not to C. may stop D. must stop

3. We see with our ]
A. eyes B. ears C. nose D. head

4. We talk with our .
A. arms B. mouths C. feet D. teeth
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