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Opinion Essay
OPINION ESSAY-EXPRESSIONS AND LINKERS YOU CAN USE

TO EXPRESS OPINION
- To express opinion

-In my opinion,

- Personally, | think/ | believe (that

- | strongly believe that....

-It is clear (to me) that

- | (completely) agree/disagree with ...
-It seems to me that...

-As | see it, ...

- In my view,...

- From my point of view, ...

-As far | am concerned, ...

- | am sure/ convinced that ...

- I (dis)agree with the statement, because ...

TO GIVE REASONS
- My main reason is..../Another reason...

-One reason for... is ....

-Many people say/ believe that...
- Because...

- Since...

- Because of/ due to...

TO EXPRESS FACTS
-It is widely known that...

- It is a well-known fact that ...
- Research has shown that...

- There are definitely...

- It is a fact that...

- It is clear/ true that...

- For example/ for instance,...



TO ADD IDEAS
- What is more,...

- Moreover/ furthermore/ in addition (to)
- Firstly,...

- First of all,...

- Secondly,..

- Thirdly,...

- Lastly,...

-Finally,...

TO EXPRESS CONTRAST
-Although

- Despite ...

- In spite of ...

- Whereas ...

- However,

- In contrast... /but...

- On the one hand... /on the other hand...

TO EXPRESS PURPOSE
- So (that)

- In order to...
-To...

- So as to...

TO CONCLUDE
- To sum up,...

- To conclude...
- In conclusion...

- It is clear that...



Opinion essay

In an opinion essay the writer states his opinion and supports it with facts,

evidence and examples but he dG@Sh'EIt tolconvince the reader .

Steps to write a good opinion essay:
1- Decide whether you agree or disagree with the topic given.

2-Brainstorming: Try to think of at least two or three good reasons to support
your opinion, including examples of why you think the alternative point of view
is wrong.

3. Organize your essay into clear paragraphs.
. _ To write a good introduction you need 3 elements:

1- The hook (a general idea about the topic. It has to be at the beginning of
your paragraph and it should be interesting to attract the reader)

2- - (additional details that reveal the specific focus of your topic + your
opinion in the topic) Say whether you agree or disagree with the statement.

3- Thesis statement (the last sentence in your introduction where you will tell
the reader what you are going to focus on “the reasons to support your
opinion”)

. - It can be 2 or 3 paragraphs. For each paragraph talk about a reason
to uphold your opinion. Don’t forget to start with a topic sentence where
you will introduce the reason and back it up with details including
examples and facts... etc

1- Restate the main idea of the essay and summarize it using different words



2- give your opinion (in my opinion, in my view, | think, | believe that,...)
You can also Use concessions (although, even though)

Practice :

Examples of some introductions:

Note: yellow= hook, pink= context (underlined sentence= the writer’s opinion),
gray= thesis statement

Write about your opinion on people who share food pictures on social media or on blogs.

1- Nowadays, we live in the era of development and with that comes a lot of
new phenomenal like posting everything people do and eat in social media.
_ Personally, | do not support such act because of the addictive
influence it imprints on people. In this essay, | will be highlighting some of the
most common reasons why people like to share their food pictures on social

media

2- Currently, we live in a material world where you have to show people

everything you do or eat to cope with them. _

_ | strongly disagree with such action because

of its negative impact on those who attempt it. In this essay, | will discuss the

reasons why | am against the idea of being obsessed with posting everything
you eat in social media.

3- In a world of technology, we see people share everything online including the
food they eat. | am convinced that people have the freedom to use the internet




the way they see best for them. Here | will try to focus on 3 main reasons why
they have the liberty to do so.

Topic: It's never too late to learn a new language

There is no age limit for learning. ManyIPeopIc think that they are t60
enough to study. Personally, | think it depends on your motivation. In

this essay, | will highlight all the reasons why there is no time limit for
learning a new language.

- In my opinion, learning languages can be a good hobby
and very useful if you like travelling. Everyone is able to speak a new
language fluently if they work hard in spite of feeling frustrated when
they started to learn it. However, it is clear that you need to make an
effort and try to do everyday something in that language.

- From my point of view, it is important to understand
other languages to communicate with foreign people, to apply for a job
and even to travel. People think that it is not necessary to learn
another language for travelling and | agree with them, but it is always
better if you can speak more languages than your mother tongue.

_ In conclusion, it is clear that people who are over 40
need to spend more time studying, while teenagers can do it in less
time. However, they can learn by watching TV or listening to the radio.
1 think that learning is the most important thing even though it might
take time but it is worth it.



There is no age limit for learning. _

this essay, | will highlight all the reasons why there is no time limit for

learning a new language.

and very useful if you like travelling. Everyone is able to speak a new

In my opinion, learning languages can be a good hobby

language fluently if they work hard in spite of feeling frustrated when
they started to learn it. However, it is clear that you need to make an
effort and try to do everyday something in that language.

- From my point of view, it is important to understand
other languages to communicate with foreign people, to apply for a job
and even to travel. People think that it is not necessary to learn
another language for travelling and | agree with them, but it is always
better if you can speak more languages than your mother tongue.

_ In conclusion, it is clear that people who are over 40
need to spend more time studying, while teenagers can do it in less
time. However, they can learn by watching TV or listening to the radio.
I think that learning is the most important thing even though it might
take time but it is worth it.



Here are another two essays for the same topic. Look at the introduction, body
and conclusion in both essays and try to improve them using your own words.

1-  While some people who are over 40 claim that it is impossible to learn a
new language at that age, | personally think that it is something that everybody
should do.

To tell the truth, it is better to start learning a language when you are a child.
However, there are many people who don’t have the opportunity to study in
their childhood. | strongly believe that studying a new language is a good way to
keep your mind busy, make new friends and learn about other cultures.

Speaking face-to-face with a native is important to improve your language level
but, to do that, it is necessary to overcome your shyness. Everybody is capable
of learning a foreign language although most of them prefer wasting their time
doing nothing.

To sum up, we should encourage old people to study. | truly believe that it is
never too late to start learning.

2- | strongly believe that learning a new language is more than possible when
you are over 40. | completely agree that it is going to be more difficult than
when you are younger, but still possible.

It is a fact that everyone knows some people who have been able to learn
another language when they were over 40. | personally think that this learning
will be slower than if you were 20, but always possible. In addition to this, |
have been told by a friend of mine that he knows about some people who
started to learn other languages when they were over 75 years old and they got
it.



| consider that if you make an effort in order to get something which is special
and important for you, there is no barrier to get it. You will only have to
encourage yourself, give it time, be patient and you will certainly succeed. | also
have to say that in spite of the fact that most people get their aims of learning
new languages when they are over 40, a few of them fail in their attempts.

To sum up, it is clear that there is no reason to believe that learning a new
language when you are over 40 is impossible. | see almost daily a lot of people
who get it and | am deeply convinced that when somebody is looking forward to
learning a new language, he or she is going to get it and it does not really matter
how old he or she is, so | refuse to believe that learning a new language when
you are over 40 is an “impossible thing”.



