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Unit 5

An Argumentative Essay

Pages: 104- 105 – 108-109



What is an argumentative Essay?

An argumentative essay is a type of writing where the author presents a clear claim or 
opinion and supports it with evidence and reasoning to persuade the reader.

Claim: (what you believe is true). 

How can you strengthen your argumentative essay?

Strengthen your essay by including counterarguments. 

Counter argument: (What is against the claim) 

Then offer a refutation. 

Refutation: (why the counterargument is weak) 

The counterargument and refutation are often connected by a contrast connector, such as: 

Although, though, despite, in spite of , but, while, nevertheless 



Question:  You are going to write an essay in response to the question:

” Has tourism had a positive or negative impact on your community or a community you 

know well?”

1. Think of a city or a place you know well, where there is lots of tourism. 

2. How does tourism impact the place you chose? Discuss these areas of impact with the 

class. Add one idea of you own.

To generate ideas using brainstorming.



Argument

Counterargument

Refutation

Organise your ideas:

Complete the chart. Choose three areas of 
impact that you think are most important for the 
place you chose. Write down arguments for and 
against tourism. Add evidence to support each
argument.

To organize ideas using outline.





Introduction

Background information: 

Claim about the impact of tourism :

Thesis statement:

Paragraph 1: 

Topic sentence: (area of impact – argument)

Evidence :

Counterargument:

Refutation:

Paragraph 2:

Topic sentence: (area of impact – argument)

Evidence :

Counterargument:

Refutation:

Paragraph 3:

Topic sentence: (area of impact – argument)

Evidence :

Counterargument:

Refutation:

Conclusion: 

Restatement of main arguments: 

Final thought:



Unit Task:

You are going to write an essay in 

response to the question:

” Has tourism had a positive or negative 

impact on your community or a community 

you know well?”

Enter Padlet  and post your Writing 

https://padlet.com/nadaali2003/unit-writings-7zb0bet16rc7mu0h





Here are some samples



The Advantages of Tourism in My Community

Tourism has become an essential part of many coastal communities, attracting visitors from around the world. In my 

community, tourism has had a largely positive impact over the past decade. It has improved the local economy, developed 

infrastructure, and supported meaningful cultural exchange.

Firstly, tourism has strengthened the local economy by creating a wide range of job opportunities. Many residents are now 

employed in hotels, restaurants, and tour companies, which has reduced unemployment and increased income levels. In 

addition, small businesses such as cafés and souvenir shops have grown due to the steady flow of visitors. Some people 

argue that these jobs are seasonal and not stable. However, even seasonal employment provides important financial support, 

and many businesses now operate throughout the year as tourism continues to expand.

Secondly, tourism has led to significant improvements in infrastructure. Roads, public transportation, and communication 

systems have been upgraded to meet the needs of visitors. As a result, residents also benefit from these developments in their 

daily lives. Critics claim that such improvements mainly serve tourists rather than local people. Nevertheless, locals use 

these facilities regularly, which greatly improves convenience and overall quality of life.

Finally, tourism promotes cultural exchange and greater understanding between people. Visitors learn about local traditions, 

food, and customs, while residents gain exposure to different cultures. Some believe that tourism may weaken traditional 

values. However, in many cases, it actually encourages communities to preserve and proudly present their cultural identity.

In conclusion, tourism has positively impacted my community by boosting the economy, improving infrastructure, and 

supporting cultural exchange. With effective management, its benefits can continue to outweigh any potential disadvantages.



How Tourism is Damaging Historic Cities

In recent years, tourism has grown rapidly in many historic cities around the world. While it can bring economic benefits, 

tourism has had a largely negative impact on the historic city of Venice, Italy. It has caused overcrowding, increased the cost 

of living, and damaged the city’s cultural identity.

To begin with, tourism has led to severe overcrowding in Venice. Millions of visitors travel to the city each year, filling the 

narrow streets and public spaces. As a result, it becomes extremely difficult for residents to move around or carry out daily

activities. Some people argue that large numbers of tourists show the city’s global importance and popularity. However, 

excessive overcrowding places great pressure on the city and reduces the quality of life for local residents.

In addition, tourism has significantly increased the cost of living. Housing prices and rent have risen dramatically because 

many properties are now used for short-term tourist accommodation. Consequently, many local people can no longer afford 

to live in the city and are forced to move elsewhere. Supporters claim that this economic growth benefits the city. 

Nevertheless, these benefits are uneven, and many residents do not share in the profits.

Finally, tourism has negatively affected Venice’s cultural identity. Traditional shops and local businesses are increasingly 

replaced by tourist-focused stores selling souvenirs. Some argue that tourism helps promote culture internationally. 

However, this often leads to commercialization, where authentic traditions are altered to satisfy tourists rather than 

preserved.

In conclusion, tourism has had a harmful impact on Venice by causing overcrowding, raising living costs, and weakening 

cultural identity. Without stricter control, these problems are likely to continue and worsen over time.



The Positive Impact of Tourism on Urban Communities

Tourism has become a major force shaping cities around the world. In many urban communities, it has brought significant 

changes to both the economy and daily life. In my view, tourism has had a highly positive impact because it strengthens the 

economy, improves public services, and creates valuable cultural opportunities.

To begin with, tourism plays a crucial role in boosting the local economy. It generates income through hotels, restaurants, 

and entertainment services, creating a wide range of job opportunities. As a result, many people enjoy better financial 

stability and improved living conditions. Some critics argue that tourism jobs are often low-paying and temporary. However, 

the large number of opportunities it provides still supports thousands of families and contributes to overall economic growth.

Moreover, tourism encourages governments to invest in better public services and infrastructure. Cities often develop 

improved transportation systems, cleaner public spaces, and modern facilities to attract visitors. Consequently, residents 

benefit directly from these improvements in their everyday lives. Opponents claim that these developments are mainly 

designed for tourists. Nevertheless, it is clear that local people use and benefit from these services just as much as visitors.

Finally, tourism creates important opportunities for cultural exchange. Visitors bring different perspectives and experiences, 

while local communities have the chance to share their traditions and identity. This interaction promotes understanding and 

global awareness. Some people believe that tourism may negatively influence local culture. However, it often encourages 

communities to value and preserve their traditions more actively.

In conclusion, tourism has had a strongly positive impact on urban communities by supporting economic growth, improving 

public services, and promoting cultural exchange. With proper planning, it can continue to be a powerful force for 

development and progress.



Unit 6
A Critical Essay

Pages: 126- 127 – 130 - 131



What is a critical essay?
A critical essay is a careful analysis and evaluation of an article, research paper, or 

book, aiming to provide a balanced judgment supported by evidence.

Step 1: read the original text Step 2: write a critical essay



01
To generate ideas using brainstorming



Let’s brainstorm ideas in response to this 
question:



Introduction

Main arguments:

•Modern tracks and equipment improve performance 

•High-tech bicycles give cyclists an advantage 

•Athletic clothing and shoes help athletes move 

efficiently 

•Smart technology can monitor the body 

•Virtual reality training improves performance

Main focus of original essay:

The text looks at how technology helps athletes 

improve performance and go faster.

Thesis statement / What the essay overlooks:

The text focuses heavily on technology but does not fully 

consider the importance of natural ability, effort, and 

possible disadvantages of technology.



Paragraph 1

Paragraph 1: Strengths of the essay

Topic sentence:

It’s likely that technology plays an important role in 

improving athletic performance.

Details:

•Modern tracks help runners move faster than older 

surfaces 

•High-tech bicycles are designed to fit athletes perfectly 

•Improved shoes and swimwear increase efficiency and 

performance

Evaluation of strengths:

These examples make the text clear and convincing, 

showing how technology can improve results in different 

sports.



Paragraph 2

Paragraph 2: Weaknesses / Omissions

Topic sentence:

However, the text does not give enough attention to 

the role of the athlete.

Details:

•Success also depends on talent and hard work

•Athletes still need training and discipline

•Technology alone cannot guarantee success

Evaluation of weaknesses:

This makes the argument less balanced, as it 

overemphasizes technology.



Paragraph 3

Paragraph 3: Other weaknesses / omissions

Topic sentence:

The text also overlooks possible issues related to 

fairness and access.

Details:

•Not all athletes have access to expensive technology

•Wealthier athletes or countries may have an advantage 

•This could create inequality in sports

Evaluation:

This could make competition less fair, as success may 

depend on resources rather than ability.



conclusion

Conclusion

Restatement of main points:

The text clearly shows that technology helps athletes 

improve, but it does not present the full picture.

Call for balanced view:

Athletic success depends on both technology and 

human effort, and fairness should be considered in 

competitive sports.



Useful expressions

Useful Sentence Frame:

•The text is effective because…

•However, it does not consider…

•This is important because…

•Overall, the text…

✅ Useful phrases: Introduction

•The text explains / describes / shows… 

•It focuses on… 

•It also highlights… 

•However, the text overlooks…

✅ Useful phrases: par. 1 strengths

•The text clearly shows… 

•One strong point is… 

•For example… 

•This helps the reader understand…

✅ Useful phrases: par. 2 weaknesses

•However… 

•The text ignores… 

•It does not discuss… 

•This is important because…

✅ Useful phrases: par. 3 

weaknesses 2

•Another weakness is… 

•This could lead to… 

•As a result…

✅ Useful phrases: conclusion

•In conclusion… 

•Overall… 

•It is important to recognise…



02
To organise ideas using an outline





03
To write a critical essay





Is Technology the Key to Athletic Success?

The text “How fast can we go?” explains how technology has helped improve athletic performance over time. It compares the 

achievements of past and modern athletes to show how advances in equipment have made a difference. The text highlights 

how modern tracks, high-tech bicycles, and improved clothing allow athletes to perform better. It also describes how new 

training methods, such as virtual reality, help athletes practise more effectively. However, the text does not fully consider the 

importance of human effort and fairness.

The text is effective because it clearly shows how technology improves performance. For example, it explains how modern 

running tracks help athletes move faster than older surfaces. It also describes how advanced bicycles are designed to fit an 

athlete’s body perfectly, giving them an advantage. In addition, the text mentions improvements in shoes and swimwear, 

which help athletes use energy more efficiently. These examples make the text clear and interesting, helping the reader 

understand the role of technology in sport.

However, the text does not give enough attention to the role of the athlete. It focuses mainly on technology and ignores the 

importance of hard work, training, and natural ability. Athletes still need discipline and motivation to succeed, and technology

alone cannot guarantee success. This makes the argument less balanced, as it suggests that performance depends mostly on 

external factors.

The text also overlooks the issue of fairness. Not all athletes have access to expensive technology, such as advanced 

equipment or virtual reality training. This could give some athletes an unfair advantage over others. As a result, success in

sport may depend more on resources than on ability, which could make competition less fair.

In conclusion, the text provides a clear explanation of how technology helps athletes improve, but it does not present the full 

picture. Athletic success depends on both technology and human effort, and it is important to ensure that sport remains fair 

for everyone.

Suggested answer



Checklist



Unit 7
A Review

Pages: 148- 149 – 152 - 153











Here are some 

suggested answers



Sustainable Innovation in Business: An In-Depth Review of Patagonia

Patagonia is a well-known outdoor clothing company that focuses on sustainability and ethical business practices. 

Founded in 1973, the company aims to produce high-quality products while minimizing environmental harm. It offers 

a wide range of items, including jackets, outdoor gear, and accessories designed for activities such as hiking and 

climbing. In addition to its products, Patagonia actively supports environmental causes and encourages customers to 

repair and reuse clothing. I first came across Patagonia while researching sustainable fashion brands and was 

immediately drawn to its strong environmental mission and unique business approach.

One of the greatest strengths of Patagonia is its commitment to sustainability. The company uses recycled materials 

and promotes environmentally friendly production methods, which makes it appealing to eco-conscious consumers. 

Another key strength is the durability and quality of its products. Patagonia’s clothing is designed to last for many 

years, reducing the need for frequent replacements and offering long-term value. Additionally, the company is highly 

transparent about its practices and actively engages in environmental activism. This honesty builds trust and 

strengthens its reputation as a responsible and ethical brand.

However, Patagonia is not without its weaknesses. One major drawback is the high price of its products, which may 

not be affordable for all customers. Another issue is that its designs are often more focused on function than fashion, 

which might not appeal to those looking for trendy styles. Finally, the brand mainly targets outdoor enthusiasts, so it 

may not attract a wider audience who are not interested in outdoor activities.

Overall, Patagonia is an innovative and responsible company that successfully combines business with 
environmental care. I highly recommend Patagonia to individuals who value sustainability and quality, although it 
may be less suitable for those on a tight budget or seeking more fashionable options.

Suggested answer



Suggested answer

Modern Food Convenience: An In-Depth Review of Uber Eats

Uber Eats is a food delivery project developed by Uber in 2014, designed to connect customers with local restaurants 

through a simple and efficient mobile application. Over the years, it has expanded globally and become one of the 

most widely used food delivery services. The platform allows users to browse menus, place orders, and have meals 

delivered directly to their homes. In addition to food delivery, it also offers grocery and convenience item delivery in 

some areas. I first came across Uber Eats when searching for quick meal options during busy school days, and I was 

immediately impressed by how easy and convenient the service was to use.

One of the greatest strengths of Uber Eats is its convenience and user-friendly interface. The app is well-designed, 

making it easy for users to explore different restaurants, customise orders, and track deliveries in real time. Another 

key strength is the wide variety of restaurants and cuisines available, which allows users to try new foods without 

leaving their homes. Additionally, the platform often provides estimated delivery times that are quite accurate, 

helping users plan their meals efficiently. The regular promotions and discounts also make the service more 

appealing to customers.

However, Uber Eats is not without its weaknesses. One major drawback is the additional cost, as delivery fees and 

service charges can significantly increase the total price of an order. Another issue is that delivery times can 

sometimes be delayed, especially during busy hours, which may lead to customer dissatisfaction. Finally, the quality 

of the food may not always match the restaurant experience due to packaging or transportation issues.

Overall, Uber Eats is a highly effective and convenient food delivery project that fits well into modern lifestyles. I 

would recommend it to people who value convenience and variety, although it is best used occasionally due to the 

extra costs.



Suggested answer Financial Inclusion for All: An In-Depth Review of Grameen Bank

Grameen Bank is a well-known social enterprise founded in 1983 in Bangladesh by Muhammad Yunus. Its primary 

goal is to provide small loans, or microcredit, to individuals living in poverty who do not have access to traditional 

banking services. The organisation focuses particularly on empowering women by helping them start small 

businesses and become financially independent. Over the years, Grameen Bank has expanded its influence and 

inspired similar initiatives around the world. I first learned about this enterprise while studying social 

entrepreneurship in class, and I was impressed by how it combines financial services with social impact.

One of the greatest strengths of Grameen Bank is its commitment to financial inclusion. It gives opportunities to 

people who are often excluded from the formal banking system, allowing them to improve their economic situation. 

Another major strength is its strong social impact, as many borrowers use the loans to start small businesses, support 

their families, and increase their standard of living. Additionally, the organisation uses a group-based lending system, 

which encourages accountability and mutual support among members, increasing repayment success rates.

Despite its many advantages, Grameen Bank has some weaknesses. One issue is that borrowers may face difficulties 

repaying loans if their businesses do not succeed, which can create financial stress. Another drawback is that the loan 

amounts are usually small, which may limit opportunities for larger-scale business growth. Finally, some critics argue 

that microfinance alone cannot fully address the deeper causes of poverty without additional education and support 

systems.

Overall, Grameen Bank is a powerful and inspiring example of a social enterprise that creates real change in 

communities. I strongly recommend it as a model for addressing poverty, although it should be supported by other 

development programs for greater impact.



Good 

luck!


