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Eng 101 -unit 2

Funny misunderstanding story

Last summer, | went to Italy with my family. | was so happy to travel and see new
places. On our first day, we met our tour guide, and she talked very fast with her
hands moving everywhere. I thought she was upset, so I whispered to my mom, “Did
we do something wrong?” My mom laughed and said, “No, that’s just how Italians

talk!” I felt so silly that I started laughing too.

Later, at a restaurant, the waiter spoke loudly and waved his arms while asking for
our order. | got confused again and said to my mom quietly, “Maybe he’s angry.”
The waiter smiled and said, “No, no, I’'m happy!” Everyone laughed, including him.

| realized that Italians just talk with a lot of energy and love.

By the end of the trip, | started using my hands while talking too. My dad joked,
“You’re becoming Italian!” We all laughed. That summer taught me that sometimes

what looks serious in one culture can just mean happiness in another.



