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​
A Letter to the Past: Technology Then and Now
​
Step 1: Brainstorming Then vs. Now 🧠​
​
Before we write our letter, let's look at how things have changed. Put the words from the word bank into the correct places in the table.

Word Bank: smartphones, camels, wooden boats, the internet, letters, fast cars
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	Category
	The Past (Then)
	Today (Now)

	Talking to people
	

	


	Traveling
	

	






​
Step 2: Read a Model Letter 📖​
​
Here is an example of a letter written to someone from the past. Notice the simple words used to describe technology.

	📢​
	Dear Ancestor,

Life is very different today! In the past, you used to travel slowly on wooden boats to find pearls. 
Today, we travel in fast cars and airplanes. You used to send written letters that took a long time to arrive. Now, we use smartphones and the internet to send messages in just one second!

From,
Your Great-Grandchild


​
Step 3: Complete Your Letter ✍️​
​
Now it's your turn! Complete the letter below using the words from the box.

Word Bank: smartphones • easier • cars • internet • slow • fast


	Dear Ancestor,

	

	I want to tell you about my life. Technology makes our lives _______________.

	

	In the past, traveling was very _______________. Today, we use _______________ to travel fast.

	

	You used to write letters, but now we use _______________ and the _______________ to talk to our friends. Everything is so _______________ now!

	

	From,

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


​
Step 4: The Structure of a Letter 📝​
​
Now that you have completed a letter, let's look at how it is built. A formal or friendly letter usually has four main parts:

	📢​
	1. Greeting: This tells who the letter is for. We usually start with "Dear..."

(Example: Dear Ancestor,)

2. Body: This is the main part of the letter where you share your message, ideas, or questions.

(Example: I want to tell you about my life...)
3. Closing: This is a short way to say goodbye before you write your name.
(Example: From, Yours truly, Best wishes,)
4. Signature: This is your name at the very end of the letter.


​
Quick Check: Look back at the letter in Step 3. Draw a line to match the letter part to its example.

	1. Greeting
	A. From,




	2. Body
	B. Dear Ancestor,

	3. Closing
	C. [Your Name]

	4. Signature
	D. Technology makes our lives easier...


Model Letter Analysis
Grammar Focus
When writing about the past, we often use specific structures to describe habits or states that are no longer true:
1. 'Used to': Describes past habits or states.
1. 
1. Example: "People used to rely on paper maps."
1. 'Would': Describes repeated past actions (habits), but not states.
1. 
3. Example: "Families would often plan long road trips."



Read the following model letter carefully. Pay attention to how the author compares life fifty years ago 
to life today using the grammar structures mentioned above.
	
Dear Past,
Fifty years ago, travel was much slower and required significant preparation. People used to rely on bulky paper maps to find their way through unfamiliar cities, and families would often plan long road trips without any way to call for help if their car broke down. You used to wait several weeks for a physical letter to arrive from across the ocean.
Today, technology has completely changed our lives and the way we interact with the world. We now use GPS on our smartphones to navigate instantly, and electric cars are becoming common on every street. Digital communication allows us to see and speak to anyone globally in mere seconds, making the world feel much smaller than it did in your time. These advancements have turned once difficult chores into simple, instant tasks.

 From,
Your Great-Grandchild






Dear Grandma and Grandpa,
I am writing to tell you how much school has changed since you were students. Back then, you used to carry heavy stacks of textbooks to every class, and you would spend hours in the library searching through card catalogs for information. Students used to practice their handwriting for hours, and teachers would write every lesson on a chalkboard using dusty white chalk.
Today, technology has transformed our classrooms into digital spaces. We now use lightweight tablets to access all our books, and we can research any topic instantly on the internet. Instead of chalkboards, we use interactive screens, and we often submit our assignments through online portals from home. While the goal of learning remains the same, these modern tools have made the process much faster and more collaborative than it used to be in your day.
From,
Your Great-Grandchild



Dear Friend from the Past,
I am writing to explain how much the way we talk to each other has changed. Fifty years ago, communication required a lot of patience. You used to wait days or even weeks for a handwritten letter to arrive in the mail, and families would often gather around a single landline telephone in the kitchen to make a call. People used to rely on public payphones when they were away from home, and you would have to carry coins just to make a quick check-in.
Today, technology has made communication instant and global. We now carry powerful smartphones in our pockets that allow us to send text messages in seconds. We use video calls to see our friends' faces from across the world, and social media helps us share our lives with everyone at once. These tools have made staying connected much easier than it used to be.
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