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Handout 1

Past Simple or Past Continuous
Instruction:
Read each sentence. Choose the correct verb form.
Think about what was already happening and what suddenly happened.

1. I _____________________ (walk / was walking) through a dark street
when I _____________________ (hear / was hearing) a strange noise.
2. People _____________________ (talk / were talking) quietly
when the teacher suddenly _____________________ (enter / entered) the room.
3. I _____________________ (sit / was sitting) on a bus
when it suddenly _____________________ (stop / was stopping).
4. We _____________________ (dream / were dreaming) about flying
when we _____________________ (fall / fell) from the sky.
5. While I _____________________ (sleep / was sleeping),
I suddenly _____________________ (wake / woke) up feeling scared.
6. I _____________________ (look / was looking) at the sky
when bright lights _____________________ (appear / were appearing).
7. My friends _____________________ (laugh / were laughing)
when everything _____________________ (become / became) silent.
8. I _____________________ (stand / was standing) in a long line
when I suddenly _____________________ (realize / realized) it was a dream.
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