Unit 3: Scientific Wonders — Grade 8 English Homework Worksheet
Name: ____________________________________ Class: ______________ Date: ______________
1. Dictation Vocabulary
Study the English words and their meanings. Practise spelling each English word or phrase.
	English word or phrase
	Arabic meaning

	rock
	صخرة

	erosion
	التعرية

	erode
	يُعرّي / ينحت تدريجيًا

	interesting
	مثير للاهتمام

	million
	مليون

	rise/rises
	يرتفع

	amazing
	مذهل

	shape
	شكل

	tide
	المدّ والجزر

	low tide
	الجزر

	high tide
	المدّ

	natural place
	مكان طبيعي

	natural wonder
	عجيبة طبيعية

	explorer
	مستكشف

	expedition
	رحلة استكشافية

	geological
	جيولوجي

	canyon
	أخدود

	lava
	حمم بركانية

	ruins
	أطلال

	water force
	قوة الماء

	wind force
	قوة الرياح

	gravity force
	قوة الجاذبية

	river
	نهر

	ocean
	محيط

	desert
	صحراء

	mountain
	جبل

	sand
	رمال

	loose rock
	صخرة مفككة

	scenery
	منظر طبيعي

	geological history
	التاريخ الجيولوجي

	Great Barrier Reef
	الحاجز المرجاني العظيم

	reef
	شعاب مرجانية

	coral
	مرجان

	biodiversity
	التنوع الحيوي

	volcano
	بركان

	waterfall
	شلال

	border
	حدود

	coast
	ساحل

	area
	مساحة

	dimensions
	أبعاد

	raft
	طوف

	camp
	يخيّم

	hike
	يتنزه سيرًا

	climb
	يتسلق

	snorkeling
	الغطس السطحي

	scuba diving
	الغوص باستخدام معدات التنفس

	gist
	الفكرة الرئيسية

	backchanneling
	إظهار الاهتمام أثناء الاستماع بردود قصيرة

	presentation
	عرض تقديمي

	north
	الشمال

	northeast
	الشمال الشرقي

	east
	الشرق

	southeast
	الجنوب الشرقي

	south
	الجنوب

	southwest
	الجنوب الغربي

	west
	الغرب

	northwest
	الشمال الغربي


2. Grammar Made Simple
Present simple for facts: Use subject + base verb. Add -s or -es with he, she, or it.
Examples: Rivers erode rock. The tide rises.
Past simple for completed events and formation: Regular verbs usually add -ed. Some verbs change form, such as see/saw.
Example: The canyon formed millions of years ago.
Comparatives and superlatives: Compare two things with a comparative and than. Use a superlative to compare one thing with a whole group.
Examples: interesting – more interesting – the most interesting; high – higher – the highest. This canyon is deeper than that one.
Passive voice: Use be + past participle. The passive focuses on the thing or person receiving the action.
Example: The Grand Canyon was first seen by a Spanish explorer.
3. Multiple Choice
Circle one answer for each question.
1. What is erosion? A. The movement of an animal to a new home   B. The sudden melting of all rock   C. The gradual wearing away of rock by natural forces   D. The building of a road through a mountain
1. What does tide mean? A. The regular rise and fall of ocean water   B. A narrow river valley   C. A very strong wind   D. A piece of volcanic rock
1. How much is one million? A. 1,000,000   B. 100   C. 10,000   D. 1,000
1. Which is a natural wonder? A. A classroom built beside a road   B. A map of a city   C. A remarkable place formed by nature   D. A tool used by an explorer
1. Who is an explorer? A. A person who repairs buildings   B. A person who travels to discover or learn about places   C. A person who measures the time of day   D. A person who sells travel tickets
1. What is an expedition? A. A journey made to explore or investigate   B. A short description of a place   C. A type of ocean tide   D. A piece of loose rock
1. What does geological describe? A. Connected with music and sound   B. Connected with living things only   C. Connected with Earth, rocks, and how the land forms   D. Connected with directions on a compass
1. What is a canyon? A. A flat area covered in sand   B. A high point on a compass   C. A pool of water beside the sea   D. A deep valley with steep sides
1. What is lava? A. Water flowing from a waterfall   B. Hot, melted rock from a volcano   C. Sand moved by wind   D. A plant that grows on a reef
1. What are ruins? A. New buildings in a town   B. Natural pools in the ocean   C. Remains of old buildings   D. Rocks at the top of a mountain
1. Which sentence uses the present simple correctly? A. The tide rises every day.   B. The tide rise every day.   C. The tide rising every day.   D. The tide rose every day.
1. What does shape mean? A. The form or outline of something   B. The age of a place   C. The direction of a river   D. The force of gravity
1. Which word is closest in meaning to amazing? A. ordinary   B. empty   C. wonderful   D. quiet
1. Which force can change rocks through the movement of rivers and ocean tides? A. The force of a shadow   B. The force of a compass   C. The force of water   D. The force of a photograph
1. Which force can pull loose rocks down a mountain? A. The force of a tide   B. The force of a reef   C. The force of gravity   D. The force of a map
1. What can wind force do to rock over time? A. Keep every rock from changing   B. Move sand that wears against rock   C. Turn a river into a mountain   D. Stop all erosion
1. Which compass direction is opposite north? A. East   B. Northeast   C. Northwest   D. South
1. Where is the Grand Canyon? A. Arizona, USA   B. Australia   C. The north of Europe   D. The coast of Japan
1. Where is the Great Barrier Reef? A. In the Grand Canyon   B. In the Sahara Desert   C. Off the coast of Australia   D. In the centre of Arizona
1. What is Parícutin? A. A volcano   B. A river   C. A coral reef   D. A waterfall
4. True or False
Write True or False on each line.
1. Erosion can slowly wear away rock.   ☐ True   ☐ False
1. A tide is the regular rise and fall of ocean water.   ☐ True   ☐ False
1. Gravity can pull loose rocks down a mountain.   ☐ True   ☐ False
1. Wind and water can never change the shape of rock.   ☐ True   ☐ False
1. The Grand Canyon is in Arizona, USA.   ☐ True   ☐ False
1. The Great Barrier Reef is a natural wonder in a desert.   ☐ True   ☐ False
5. Read and Respond
A Natural Wonder in the Classroom
Imagine taking a class trip to the Grand Canyon. This enormous canyon is in Arizona, in the United States. Scientists estimate that it is about 6 million years old. Over millions of years, the Colorado River and other natural forces slowly wore away rock. This process, called erosion, helped form the canyon’s deep valley and steep sides. The canyon also tells a story about Earth. Its layers of rock reveal parts of the region’s geological history. A Spanish explorer, García López de Cárdenas, saw the Grand Canyon in 1540. Today, visitors can experience this remarkable landscape in many ways. They may walk along its paths, hike, climb, or camp nearby. Some visitors travel on the river in rafts, while others take photographs of the scenery. Each activity offers a different view of the land. Studying the canyon in class can help us understand how natural forces shape the world over a very long time.
1. Where is the Grand Canyon? __________________________________________________________________
1. How did the canyon form? __________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________
1. Which Spanish explorer saw the Grand Canyon? __________________________________________________________________
1. Why might the Grand Canyon be called a natural wonder? __________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________
1. Name two activities visitors can do there. __________________________________________________________________
6. Put the Words in Order
Rewrite each group as a complete sentence. Add capital letters and punctuation where needed.
1. slowly / erodes / the river / rock __________________________________________________________________
1. in Arizona / the Grand Canyon / is __________________________________________________________________
1. over millions of years / formed / the canyon / was __________________________________________________________________
1. the tide / every day / rises and falls __________________________________________________________________
1. more / this rock / than / interesting / that one / is __________________________________________________________________
7. Match the Words and Meanings
Write the letter of the correct meaning beside each numbered word.
	No.
	Word
	Your matching letter

	1
	tide
	

	2
	lava
	

	3
	ruins
	

	4
	explorer
	

	5
	canyon
	

	6
	biodiversity
	



	Letter
	Meaning

	A
	Hot liquid rock from a volcano

	B
	A person who travels searching for something

	C
	The rise and fall of ocean water

	D
	The variety of living things

	E
	The remains of old buildings

	F
	A deep valley or gorge


8. Complete the Passage
Use each word from the word bank once. Write the correct word in each numbered blank.
Word bank: wind, gravity, water, rock, millions, shape, tide, force
Natural forces slowly change the land. Moving 1. ____________________ can wear away a piece of 2. ____________________. Near the coast, the 3. ____________________ rises and falls. The 4. ____________________ can carry sand that rubs against rock. The pull of 5. ____________________ may move loose stones downhill. Each natural 6. ____________________ can help change the land. Over 7. ____________________ of years, these processes can change a rock’s 8. ____________________.
A Wadi After the Rain
Use each word in the Word Box once. Write each word in the correct numbered blank.
Word Box: rain, wadi, rocks, erosion, carry, sand, shape, slowly
After heavy 1. ____________________, water flows through a 2. ____________________ in the Hajar Mountains. The moving water can 3. ____________________ small pieces of 4. ____________________ downhill. This process is called 5. ____________________. Wind may also move 6. ____________________ across the land. Over time, these natural forces can change the 7. ____________________ of the landscape. The changes happen 8. ____________________, over many years.
Check your work
· ☐ I completed every section.
· ☐ I checked spelling and capital letters.
· ☐ I wrote answers in full sentences where needed.
