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English End-of-Term 1 Test Specifications Cycle 2 -– 2025-2026 

Overview 
 

The Cycle 2 End-of-Term English Language assessments are designed to reflect the curriculum, ensuring systematic coverage of 

Reading and Viewing, and Writing and Representing. The exams focus on reading fluency, comprehension, grammar and vocabulary 

development, while also assessing students’ ability to produce structured, coherent writing across a range of text types. Grammar and 

Functional Language are embedded within reading tasks to evaluate how well students apply language structures in context rather than 

in isolation. By aligning with the grade-level learning outcomes, the exams provide teachers with reliable evidence of students’ strengths 

and areas for support, helping to inform instruction and guide learning in subsequent terms. 

 

Structure 
 

Centralised 

The assessment is divided into three parts: 

• Part 1 – Vocabulary/Grammar: Assesses 

skills toward Grade Level Goal.  

• Part 2 - Reading: Targets working 

towards and at Grade Level Goal.  

• Part 3 – Reading: Targets working at 

Grade Level Goal and beyond Grade 

Level Goal.  

• Writing Task: Assesses student writing 

ability at Grade Level Goal.  
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Text Types 

 
This reference outlines the text types that may appear in the curriculum and in the end-of-term assessments. It provides an overview 

of each type’s communicative purpose, along with authentic and classroom-based source examples. Teachers can use this reference 

to familiarise students with a range of text types and prepare them for the formats they are likely to encounter in the exam. 
 

Text Type 

Group Name 
Overview Sources 

Description 

Provide explanations 

for what a person, 

place or thing is like 

Travelogue or diary, Catalogue, Geographical map, Online flight schedule, Description of a feature, function, or 

process in a technical manual, Signs and notices, Maps, tourist leaflets, posters, Timetables, Reference lists, 

Webpages, catalogues, Factual descriptions, Personal descriptions, Brochures and leaflets, Guides, Annotated 

Bibliography, Book Review, Technical Report 

Narration 

Provides a sequence 

and description of 

events; tells a story 

Novels, Short stories, Plays, Biographies, Comic strips, Newspaper reports of events, Anecdotes, jokes, Narratives, 

Fiction, Literature, Recorded passages and audio materials, Shows, drama, TV news reports, TV documentaries, Radio 

documentaries, Autobiography, Memoir, Case Study 

Exposition 

Provide an explanation 

of how different 

elements interrelate 

and form a meaningful 

whole 

Scholarly essays, Diagrams showing a model of how a system functions, Graphs of population trends, Concept maps, 

Entries in an online encyclopaedia, Definitions, summaries, text interpretations, Factual texts, articles, and reports, 

Lengthy complex texts, Highly specialized sources, Technical instructions, Lectures, talks, presentations, TV 

documentaries, Literature Review, Research Article, Conference Paper 

Argumentation 
Provide viewpoints 

about a topic 

Letters to the editor, Poster advertisements, Posts in an online forum, Web-based reviews of books or films, 

Argumentative texts, Reviews, editorials, commentaries, Discussions and debates, TV current affairs and talk shows, 

Position Paper, Editorial, Critique 

Instruction 
Provide directions on 

what to do 

Recipes, Diagrams showing a first-aid procedure, Guidelines for operating digital software, Directions, Technical 

instructions, Warnings on hazards, Regulations, Conditions, Instructions, User Guide, Laboratory Manual, Policy 

Manual 

Transaction 
Aim to achieve a 

specific purpose 

Everyday e-mail and text message exchanges between colleagues or friends that request and confirm arrangements, 

Forms, Conversations, invoices, Correspondence: formal and informal letters, Official documents, Messages on 

postcards, Short text messages / Twitter, Recorded audio materials, Meeting Minutes, Memorandum 



 

4 
English End-of-Term 1 Test Specifications Cycle 2 -– 2025-2026 

Curriculum Alignment 
 

 

The Cycle 2 English Language assessments are fully aligned with the curriculum, which is structured around the domains of Reading 

and Viewing and Writing and Representing. Grammar, Functional Language, and Vocabulary—are embedded throughout the 

assessments to support progression across both domains and to reflect real-world communication. The assessments are mapped to 

CEFR proficiency levels, mirroring the curriculum’s emphasis on inclusion, differentiation, and learner autonomy within a structured 

continuum of learning. In line with the curriculum, assessment tasks also integrate global competencies, providing opportunities for 

students to demonstrate critical and creative thinking, well-being, ethical and intercultural understanding, as well as digital and 

financial literacy and sustainability awareness. This alignment ensures that assessments not only measure literacy skills but also 

reinforce the broader aims of the curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

5 General Stage 1 Grade 5 Grade Level Goal Access 5 A1.2-A2.1  

5 Advanced Stage 2 
Working beyond Grade 5 

Level Goal 
Advanced 5 A2.1  

6 General Stage 2 Grade 6 Grade Level Goal Access 6 A2.1  

6 Advanced Stage 3 
Working beyond Grade 6 

Level Goal 
Advanced 6 A2.1-A2.2  

7 General Stage 3 Grade 7 Grade Level Goal Access 7 A2.1-A2.2  

7 Advanced Stage 4 
Working beyond Grade 7 

Level Goal 
Advanced 7 A2.2-B1.1 4 

8 General Stage 4 Grade 8 Grade Level Goal Access 8 A2.2-B1.1 4 

8 Advanced  Stage 5 
Working beyond Grade 8 

Level Goal 
Advanced 8 B1.1 4.5 

Stage Grade Level Goal Resource CEFR IELTS Grade  
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Timeline for Academic Term 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates Assessment 

15-19 Sep Diagnostic Assessments 

20-28 Nov End-of-Term Exams 

04-05 Dec End-of-Term Exams 

08-12 Dec Term 1 Make-up Exams  
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Assessment Structure 
 

For all formal assessments, all final scores are entered into the gradebook out of 100. 

 
 

 

 

 

Cycle 1 

Grade Assessment 

Grades 1 & 2 School-based (formal) – 25% SSA (centrally guided) – 10% 

Grades 3 & 4 School-based (formal) – 10% EOT1 (centralized) – 25% 

 

Cycle 2 

Grade Assessment 

Grades 5 - 8 School-based (formal) – 10% EOT1 (centralized) – 25% 

 

Cycle 3 

Grade Assessment 

Grades 9 - 12 School-based (formal) – 10% EOT1 (centralized) – 30% 
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Grade Level Goal  
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Academic Year 2025-2026: End of Term 1 Exam Test Specifications 

 
Grade Level Goal Grade 5 GLG Learning Continuum Stage 2 

Class 5 Advanced CEFR A2.1 
 

Language Domain Reading & Viewing and Writing & Representing 
Total Marks Reading: 60 Writing: 40 

Platform Paper-based Paper-based 
 

 

 

Part Level Theme Vocabulary 

Part 1A: 

Vocabulary  

 

Towards Grade Level Goal  

Apply basic reading 

strategies, including, using 

visuals, context, first 

language, culture and 

experiences to understand 

texts.  

 

Homes| Dream house 

 

front door, wall, gate, balcony, swimming pool, tree, shelf, sofa 

 

 

People | Friends and family 

 

parents, children, husband, wife, son, daughter  

 

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

 

Sentence Cloze 

_____________________________ 
 

Choose the correct word from the Word 

Bank to complete the sentences. There are 

two words you don’t need.  

 

 

Reading Strategies 

ENG.02.RV.S.3.3: Apply a range of basic reading 

strategies, including, using visuals, context, first 

language, culture, experiences, developing oral 

language, text format and appearance, numbers, 

dates and proper nouns to understand simple 

written or multimodal texts on familiar topics 

that are clearly structured and use simple 

language. 

▪ 10 sentences with one gap 

▪ Word bank with 10 words and 2 

distractors 

▪ 2 marks each (total: 20) 
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Part Level Theme Vocabulary Grammar 

Part 1B: 

Grammar 

At Grade Level Goal 

Apply basic reading 

strategies, using visuals, 

context, first language, 

culture and experiences to 

understand texts.  

 

Homes | Different homes  

 

 

 

wood, stone, glass, door, windows, roof, big, 

small, tall  

 G.13.1 Present simple (there is / there 

are)  

G.13.1 present simple (have / has)  

G.13.1 Present simple (do / does)  

G.19.1 Gerunds (I like + ing)  

G.1.3 Superlatives   

 
Homes | My family 

 

 

mother, father, sister, brother, aunt, uncle, 

cousin, grandmother, grandfather  

 

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

Multiple-Choice Gap-Fill 

_____________________________ 
 

Read the text and choose the correct 

word(s) to complete the sentences.  

 

 

 

Reading Strategies 

ENG.01.RV.S.2.1 : Apply basic reading 

strategies, using visuals, context, first 

language, culture and experiences to 

understand simple written or multimodal texts 

on familiar topics that are clearly structured 

and use simple language, especially if they 

have visual support.  

 

▪ 1 descriptive text of 100 words (10% 

either way) with 5 gaps 

▪ 3 options, one of which is the correct 

answer 

▪ 2 marks each (total 10) 
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Part Level Theme Vocabulary Grammar 

Part 2: Reading 

Towards Grade Level Goal 

Identify familiar words and 

set phrases.  

 

At Grade Level Goal 

Identify some details 

 

Infer the meaning of unknown 

words for a concrete action or 

object.  

 

Identify the overall meaning.  

 

 

Where we Live | Travel 

 

beach, mall, mosque, hotel, expensive, visit,  

mountain, road, tree, lake, building, bicycle, shop  

 

 

  

G.13.1 Present simple  

G.12.1 Prepositions (place) – opposite, between, 

next to 

  

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

 

Multiple-Choice 

_____________________________ 
 

Read the text. Choose the 

correct answer.   

 

 

 

Comprehension Skills 

Specific Information:  

ENG.02.RV.CS.2.1: Read and identify specific information in simple 

written or multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly 

structured and use simple language. 

 

Details: 

ENG.02.RV.CS.5.1: Read and identify some details in simple written 

or multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly structured and 

use simple language. 

Inference 

ENG.01.RV.CS.4.1:  Infer the meaning of unknown words for a 

concrete action or object when reading simple written or 

multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly structured and 

use simple language, especially if they have visual support. 

 

Overall Meaning 

ENG.01.RV.CS.1.1:  Read and identify the overall meaning of simple 

written or multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly 

structured and use simple language, especially if they have visual 

support. 

▪ 1 descriptive text of 150-170 

words (10% either way) 

▪ 5 questions with 3 options, 

one of which is the correct 

answer (3 marks each, total: 

15) 

 



 

18 
English End-of-Term 1 Test Specifications Cycle 2 -– 2025-2026 

 

 

 

 

Part Level Theme Vocabulary Grammar 

Part 3: Reading 

 

At Grade Level Goal 

Identify some details 

 

Beyond Grade Level Goal 

Infer the meaning of unknown 

words for a concrete action or 

object and unknown 

expressions from their 

position in a text.  

 

Identify the overall meaning.  

 

Make simple connections 

between ideas, events, 

characters or themes and own 

experience, background 

knowledge, other familiar 

texts or the world around 

them to help understand the 

topic or structure of new 

content.  

 

The UAE | Wildlife Park 

 

elephant, tiger, flamingo, giraffe, tall, short, heavy, 

light, follow, path, rabbit, jump, run, bee, sand dune  

 

  

G.1.3 Superlative adjectives – smallest, heaviest, 

lightest, tallest, shortest 

G.13.2 Present continuous (questions) – who is 

playing? Who is running? What is Saif doing? 

  

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

 

Multiple-Choice 

_____________________________ 
 

Read the text. Choose the 

correct answer.   

 

 

 

 

Comprehension Skills 

Details: 

ENG.02.RV.CS.5.1: Read and identify some details in simple written 

or multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly structured and 

use simple language. 

 

Inference 

ENG.01.RV.CS.4.1:  Infer the meaning of unknown words for a 

concrete action or object when reading simple written or 

multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly structured and 

use simple language, especially if they have visual support. 

 

Connections 

ENG.01.RV.CS.3.1:  Make simple connections between ideas, events, 

characters or themes and own experience, background knowledge, 

other familiar texts or the world around them to help understand the 

topic or structure of new content when reading simple written or 

multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly structured and 

use simple language. 

 

Overall Meaning 

ENG.01.RV.CS.1.1:  Read and identify the overall meaning of simple 

written or multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly 

structured and use simple language, especially if they have visual 

support. 

 

▪ 1 descriptive text of 120-150 

words (10% either way) 

▪ 5 questions with 3 options, 

one of which is the correct 

answer (3 marks each, total: 

15) 
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Part Level Theme Vocabulary Grammar Functional Language 

Part 4: Writing 

At Grade Level Goal 

Spell a wide range of 

words using regular 

spelling patterns and a 

limited range of words 

with irregular 

spellings.  

 

Write sentences using 

capital letters, full 

stops, commas and 

question marks 

correctly, and 

apostrophes and other 

punctuation with 

increasing control.  

 

Produce short, simple 

written or multimodal 

texts, expressing 

simple comparisons 

and justifications 

where appropriate.  

 

Express simple ideas, 

information and 

opinions with 

developing coherence.  

 

 

Where we Live | Where I 

live  

 

Term 1 Vocabulary 

 

 

 

Adjectives for describing towns (noisy, quiet, old, 

fun) 

There is / There are  

Prepositions of place and time  

Present simple 

 

FL.06 Describing places 

 

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

Constructed Writing 

Response 

_____________________________ 
 

Question 

3 Writing prompts 

 

Write at least 80 words.  

Spelling  

ENG.02.WR. S.2.2: Spell a wide range of words using regular spelling patterns and 

an increasing range of words with irregular spellings. 

 

Punctuation 

ENG.02.WR.S.3.1: Write sentences using capital letters, full stops, commas and 

question marks correctly, and apostrophes and other punctuation with increasing 

control. 

 

Fluency in text production 

ENG.02.WR.P.1.1:  Produce short, simple written or multimodal texts on familiar 

topics, expressing simple comparisons and justifications where appropriate in a 

simple list of points and linked sentences, although there may be inaccuracies and 

some limitations in vocabulary or structure. 

 

Presentation and development of ideas 

ENG.02.WR.P.2.1:  Express simple ideas, information and opinions on familiar 

topics using an increasing range of familiar phrases and expressions in short, 

simple written or multimodal texts with developing coherence, although there may 

be inaccuracies and some limitations in vocabulary or structure. 

▪ One question with three 

prompts to elicit a 

personal narrative. 

▪ Word count: 80 words 

▪ 40 marks (based on 

rubric) 
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Academic Year 2025-2026: End of Term 1 Exam Test Specifications 

 
Grade Level Goal Grade 6 GLG Learning Continuum Stage 2 

Class 6 General CEFR A2.1 
 

Language Domain Reading & Viewing and Writing & Representing 
Total Marks Reading: 60 Writing: 40 

Platform SwiftAssess Paper-based 
 

 

 

 

Part Level Theme  Vocabulary 

Part 1A: 

Vocabulary  

 

Towards Grade Level Goal  

Apply basic reading 

strategies, including, using 

visuals, context, first 

language, culture and 

experiences to understand 

texts.  

 

My Life | Free time activities 

 

Playing computer games, Taking photos, Reading books, Painting pictures, Free time  

 

 

My Life | Daily routines 

 

To meet up, To play football, To eat, To drink, To study, Every day  

 

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

 

Sentence Cloze 

_____________________________ 
 

Choose the correct word(s) from the Word 

Bank to complete the sentences. There are 

two words you don’t need.  

 

 

Reading Strategies 

ENG.02.RV.S.3.3: Apply a range of basic reading 

strategies, including, using visuals, context, first 

language, culture, experiences, developing oral 

language, text format and appearance, numbers, 

dates and proper nouns to understand simple 

written or multimodal texts on familiar topics 

that are clearly structured and use simple 

language. 

▪ 10 sentences with one gap 

▪ Word bank with 10 words and 2 

distractors 

▪ 2 marks each (total: 20) 
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Part Level Theme Vocabulary Grammar 

Part 1B: 

Grammar 

At Grade Level Goal 

Apply a range of basic 

reading strategies, 

including, using visuals, 

context, first language, 

culture, experiences, 

developing oral language, 

text format and 

appearance, numbers, 

dates and proper nouns to 

understand texts.  

 

Sport| Be athlete, sports for everyone 

 

 

 

height, older, younger, faster, slower, taller, 

shorter  

 
G.1.2 Adjectives (Comparatives) 

G.16.1 Subject pronouns – I, you, he, she, 

it, we, you, they 

G.1.1 Parts of speech (noun, verb, 

adjective)  

 
School | A Day at School 

 

 

maths, science, Arabic, Islamic education, art 

and design, French  

 

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

Multiple-Choice Gap-Fill 

_____________________________ 
 

Read the text and choose the correct 

word(s) to complete the sentences.  

 

 

 

Reading Strategies 

5 x ENG.02.RV.S.2.1 : Apply a range of basic 

reading strategies, including, using visuals, 

context, first language, culture, experiences, 

developing oral language, text format and 

appearance, numbers, dates and proper nouns 

to understand simple written or multimodal 

texts on familiar topics that are clearly 

structured and use simple language. 

 

▪ 1 descriptive text of 100 words (10% 

either way) with 5 gaps 

▪ 3 options, one of which is the correct 

answer 

▪ 2 marks each (total 10) 
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Part Level Theme Vocabulary Grammar 

Part 2: Reading 

Towards Grade Level Goal 

Identify familiar words and 

set phrases.  

 

At Grade Level Goal 

Identify some details 

 

Infer the meaning of unknown 

words for a concrete action or 

object.  

 

Identify the overall meaning.  

 

 

Cinema | Describing Films 

 

special effects, plot, main character, ending, scene, 

boring, funny, exciting, amazing, sad  

 

 

  

G.2.8 Adverbs (degree)  

  

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

 

Multiple-Choice 

_____________________________ 
 

Read the text. Choose the 

correct answer.   

 

 

 

Comprehension Skills 

Specific Information:  

ENG.02.RV.CS.2.1: Read and identify specific information in simple 

written or multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly 

structured and use simple language. 

 

Details: 

ENG.02.RV.CS.5.1: Read and identify some details in simple written 

or multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly structured and 

use simple language. 

 

Inference 

ENG.02.RV.CS.4.1:  Infer the meaning of unknown words for a 

concrete action or object and unknown expressions from their 

position in a text when reading simple written or multimodal texts 

on familiar topics that are clearly structured and use simple 

language. 

 

Overall Meaning 

ENG.02.RV.CS.1.1:  Read and identify the overall meaning of simple 

written or multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly 

structured and use simple language. 

▪ 1 descriptive text of 150-170 

words (10% either way) 

▪ 5 questions with 3 options, 

one of which is the correct 

answer (3 marks each, total: 

15) 
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Part Level Theme Vocabulary Grammar 

Part 3: Reading 

 

At Grade Level Goal 

Identify some details 

 

Beyond Grade Level Goal 

Infer the meaning of unknown 

words for a concrete action or 

object and unknown 

expressions from their 

position in a text.  

 

Identify the overall meaning.  

 

Make simple connections 

between ideas, events, 

characters or themes and own 

experience, background 

knowledge, other familiar 

texts or the world around 

them to help understand the 

topic or structure of new 

content.  

 

Sports | A Healthy Life 

 

Healthy, Go for a walk, Stairs, To take the lift, To 

bring, Warm up, Run on the spot, Ankle, Shoulder, 

Thighs, Heart, Hip, Arm, Toes, Knees  

 

 

  

G.8.1 Should / shouldn't for advice  

G.2.3 Adverbs of frequency 

G.8.1 Modals (suggestions)  

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

 

Multiple-Choice 

_____________________________ 
 

Read the text. Choose the 

correct answer.   

 

 

 

 

Comprehension Skills 

Details: 

ENG.02.RV.CS.5.1: Read and identify some details in simple written 

or multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly structured and 

use simple language. 

 

Inference 

ENG.02.RV.CS.3.1:  Infer the meaning of unknown words for a 

concrete action or object and unknown expressions from their 

position in a text when reading simple written or multimodal texts 

on familiar topics that are clearly structured and use simple 

language. 

 

Connections 

ENG.02.RV.CS.4.1:  Make simple connections between ideas, events, 

characters or themes and own experience, background knowledge, 

other familiar texts or the world around them to help understand the 

topic or structure of new content when reading simple written or 

multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly structured and 

use simple language. 

 

Overall Meaning 

ENG.02.RV.CS.1.1:  Read and identify the overall meaning of simple 

written or multimodal texts on familiar topics that are clearly 

structured and use simple language. 

▪ 1 narrative text of 120-150 

words (10% either way) 

▪ 5 questions with 3 options, 

one of which is the correct 

answer (3 marks each, total: 

15) 
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Part Level Theme Vocabulary Grammar Functional Language 

Part 4: Writing 

At Grade Level Goal 

Spell a wide range of 

words using regular 

spelling patterns and a 

limited range of words 

with irregular 

spellings.  

 

Write sentences using 

capital letters, full 

stops, commas and 

question marks 

correctly, and 

apostrophes and other 

punctuation with 

increasing control.  

 

Produce short, simple 

written or multimodal 

texts, expressing 

simple comparisons 

and justifications 

where appropriate.  

 

Express simple ideas, 

information and 

opinions with 

developing coherence.  

 

 

Cinema | Describing films, 

what makes a good film  

 

Term 1 Vocabulary 

  

 

 G.1.2. Adjectives (Comparatives and superlatives) 

G.8.1 Modals (suggestions) 

 

FL.3 Expressing likes and 

dislikes  

FL.9 Talking about film 

genres and favourites 

FL.7 Vocabulary to 

describe film types 

 

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

Constructed Writing 

Response 

_____________________________ 
 

Question 

3 Writing prompts 

 

Write at least 80 words.  

Spelling  

ENG.02.WR. S.2.2: Spell a wide range of words using regular spelling patterns and 

an increasing range of words with irregular spellings. 

 

Punctuation 

ENG.02.WR.S.3.1: Write sentences using capital letters, full stops, commas and 

question marks correctly, and apostrophes and other punctuation with increasing 

control. 

 

Fluency in text production 

ENG.02.WR.P.1.1:  Produce short, simple written or multimodal texts on familiar 

topics, expressing simple comparisons and justifications where appropriate in a 

simple list of points and linked sentences, although there may be inaccuracies and 

some limitations in vocabulary or structure. 

 

Presentation and development of ideas 

ENG.02.WR.P.2.1:  Express simple ideas, information and opinions on familiar 

topics using an increasing range of familiar phrases and expressions in short, 

simple written or multimodal texts with developing coherence, although there may 

be inaccuracies and some limitations in vocabulary or structure. 

▪ One question with three 

prompts to elicit an 

expository text. 

▪ Word count: 80 words 

▪ 40 marks (based on 

rubric) 

 

 

 


