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English Language Test Specifications 
End of Term 3 Examinations 
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English End-of-Term 3 Test Specifications Cycle 3 -– 2025-2026 

Overview 
 

The Cycle 3 End-of-Term English Language assessments are designed to reflect the curriculum, ensuring systematic coverage of 

Reading and Viewing, in addition to Writing & Representing for Grade 12.  The exams focus on reading fluency, comprehension, and 

vocabulary development, while also assessing students’ ability to produce structured, coherent writing across a range of text types. 

Grammar and functional language are also embedded within tasks to evaluate how well students apply language structures in context 

rather than in isolation. By aligning with the grade-level learning outcomes, the exams provide teachers with reliable evidence of 

students’ strengths and areas for support, helping to inform instruction and guide learning in subsequent terms. 

 

Structure 
 
Centralised 

Grades 9-11: The assessment is divided into three parts: 

• Part 1 – Vocabulary: Assesses skills 

toward Grade Level Goal.  

• Part 2 - Grammar Targets working at 

Grade Level Goal.  

• Part 3A – Reading: Targets working 

toward Grade Level Goal 

• Part 3B – Reading: Targets working at 

Grade Level Goal 

• Part 3C – Reading: Targets working beyond Grade Level Goal 
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Grade 12: The assessment is divided into four parts: 

• Part 1 – Vocabulary: Assesses skills toward Grade Level Goal.  

• Part 2 - Grammar Targets working at Grade Level Goal.  

• Part 3A – Reading: Targets working at Grade Level Goal.  

• Part 3B – Reading: Targets working beyond Grade Level Goal 

• Part 4 – Writing: Targets working at Grade Level Goal 
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English End-of-Term 3 Test Specifications Cycle 3 -– 2025-2026 

Curriculum Alignment 
 

 

The Cycle 3 English Language assessments are fully aligned with the curriculum, which is structured around the 

domain of Reading and Viewing. Grammar, Functional Language, and Vocabulary—are embedded throughout the 

assessments to support progression across both domains and to reflect real-world communication. The 

assessments are mapped to CEFR proficiency levels, mirroring the curriculum’s emphasis on inclusion, 

differentiation, and learner autonomy within a structured continuum of learning. In line with the curriculum, 

assessment tasks also integrate global competencies, providing opportunities for students to demonstrate critical 

and creative thinking, well-being, ethical and intercultural understanding, as well as digital and financial literacy 

and sustainability awareness. This alignment ensures that assessments not only measure literacy skills but also 

reinforce the broader aims of the curriculum. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 General Stage 5 Grade 9 Grade Level Goal 
New Interactions Grade 

9 General 
B1.1 4.5 

9 Advanced 

Stage 6 

Working beyond Grade 9 
Level Goal 

New Interactions Grade 
9 Advanced  

B1.2 5 

10 General Grade 10 Grade Level Goal 
New Interactions Grade 

10 General 
B1.2 5 

10 Advanced 

Stage 7 

Working beyond Grade 10 
Level Goal 

New Interactions Grade 
10 Advanced 

B1.2-B2.1 5-5.5 

11 General Grade 11 Grade Level Goal 
New Interactions Grade 

11 General 
B1.2-B2.1 5-5.5 

11 Advanced 

Stage 8 

Working beyond Grade 11 
Level Goal 

New Interactions Grade 
11 Advanced 

B2.1 5.5 

12 General Grade 12 Grade Level Goal 
New Interactions Grade 

12 General 
B2.1 5.5 

12 Advanced  Stage 9 
Working beyond Grade 12 

Level Goal 
New Interactions Grade 

12 Advanced 
B2.2 6 

Stage Grade Level Goal Resource CEFR IELTS Grade  
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Beyond Grade Level Goal  
 

12 
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English End-of-Term 3 Test Specifications Cycle 3 -– 2025-2026 

Academic Year 2025-2026: End of Term 3 Exam Test Specifications:  
Beyond Grade 12 GLG - Grade 12 Advanced/ 12 Elite – Stage 9 – B2.2 

 
Grade Level Goal Beyond Grade 12 GLG Learning Continuum Stage 9 

Class 12 Advanced / 12 Elite CEFR B2.2 
 

Language Domain Reading & Viewing and Writing & Representing 
Total Marks Reading: 60 Writing: 40 
Platform SwiftAssess SwiftAssess 

 
 

Part Level Theme  Vocabulary 

Part 1: 
Vocabulary  

 
Towards Grade Level Goal  

 Let's Get to the Heart of the Matter 
cardiac muscles, chamber, contract, hollow, lean, peel, pump, strip, tick tock, vary, have a 
change of heart, have a heart-to-heart talk, take something to heart, follow one’s heart, 
have one’s heart set on 

Presentation : Avian Flu - A Potential 
Pandemic? 

contagious, outbreak, susceptible, virus, vaccination, strain, unprecedented, transmit, 
mutation, hybrid virus, orthodontist, pharmacist, psychiatrist, pediatrician, therapist, 
ophthalmologist, anesthesiologist, dermatologist, geriatrician, neurologist, osteopath 

Home Remedies, Is Alternative Therapy 
Right for You? 

adventure-prone, bruises, soothing, mixture, remedy, effectiveness, allergic reaction, 
treatment, relieve, treat, effectiveness, symptoms, natural, alternative, side effects 

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

 
Multiple-Choice Gap Fill 

_____________________________ 
 

Choose the correct word(s) to complete the 
sentences.  Choose A, B or C. 
 

 

Reading Strategies 
ENG.09.RV.S.3.3: Apply a wide range of reading 
strategies, including, using context, own culture 
and experiences, the main message, overall 
organisation, structure, key points, and word 
and language choices, adjusting reading rate, 
skimming, scanning and reading on to 
understand, interpret, evaluate and critically 
analyse extended and some complex written or 
multimodal texts on concrete and some abstract 
topics that may use nonstandard language. 

§ 7 sentences with a gap   
§ 3 options, one of which is the 

correct answer, two are distractors 
§ 2 marks each (total: 14) 
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Part Level Theme Grammar 

Part 2: Grammar At Grade Level Goal 

Fun? It'll Cost Ya 

  
G.8.3 Modals (Passive)  
G.15.6 Future Time (future perfect continuous) 
G.18.1/2/3 Reported Speech   
G.4.1 Clauses and phrases (defining relative clauses) 
G.8.1 Modals of Possibility 
G.1.2 Adjectives (comparatives) 

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

Multiple-Choice Gap-Fill 
_____________________________ 

 
Read the text and choose the 
correct word(s) to complete the 
sentences.  Choose A, B or C. 
 

 
 

Reading Strategies 
ENG.09.RV.S.3.3: Apply a wide range of 
reading strategies, including, using context, 
own culture and experiences, the main 
message, overall organisation, structure, key 
points, and word and language choices, 
adjusting reading rate, skimming, scanning 
and reading on to understand, interpret, 
evaluate and critically analyse extended and 
some complex written or multimodal texts on 
concrete and some abstract topics that may 
use nonstandard language. 

§ 1 expository text (B2.2) of 180 words (10% 
either way) with 7 gaps 

§ 3 options, one of which is the correct answer 
§ Items require: 

 Multiple words (e.g., is going, has been 
playing, if it were me, if they had left earlier) 

§ 2 marks each (total 14) 
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Part Level Theme 

Part 3A: Reading 

 
At Grade Level Goal 

 
 

Delicious Food, Deadly Stoves 

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

 
Multiple-Choice 

_____________________________ 
 

Read the text. Choose the 
correct answer. Choose A, 
B or C. 

 
 

Comprehension Skills 
Specific Information 
2 x  ENG.09.RV.CS.2.1:  Read and identify specific information in extended 
and some complex written or multimodal texts on concrete and some 
abstract topics that may use nonstandard language. 
 
Details 
2 xENG.09.RV.CS.5.1: Read and identify details in extended and some 
complex written or multimodal texts on concrete and some abstract topics 
that may use nonstandard language. 
 
Inference 
2 x ENG.09.RV.CS.4.1:  Infer meaning and make predictions using a variety 
of strategies, including using contextual clues, whole text knowledge, text 
features and organisation, etc. when reading extended and some complex 
written or multimodal texts on concrete and some abstract topics that may 
use nonstandard language. 
 
Mood and Tone 
1 x  ENG.09.RV.CS.7.1: Analyse and evaluate mood, tone or attitude, 
whether implicit or explicit, when reading extended and some complex 
written or multimodal texts on concrete and some abstract topics that may 
use nonstandard language. 
 
Overall Meaning 
1 x  ENG.09.RV.CS.1.1: Read and identify the overall meaning of extended 
and some complex written or multimodal texts on concrete and some 
abstract topics that may use nonstandard language. 

§ 1 argumentative text (B2.2) of 
330-350 words (10% either 
way) 

§ 8 questions with 3 options, 
one of which is the correct 
answer (2 marks each, total: 
16) 
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Part Level Theme 

Part 3B: Reading 

 
Beyond Grade 

Level Goal 
 

What’s the Diagnosis?  

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

 
Multiple-Choice 

_____________________________ 
 

Read the text. Choose 
the correct answer.  
Choose A, B or C. 
 

 
 

 
Comprehension Skills 
Specific Information 
1 x ENG.09.RV.CS.2.1:  Read and identify specific information in extended and some 
complex written or multimodal texts on concrete and some abstract topics that may use 
nonstandard language. 
 
Details: 
2 xENG.09.RV.CS.5.1: Read and identify details in extended and some complex written or 
multimodal texts on concrete and some abstract topics that may use nonstandard 
language. 
 
Inference 
2 x ENG.09.RV.CS.4.1:  Infer meaning and make predictions using a variety of strategies, 
including using contextual clues, whole text knowledge, text features and organisation, 
etc. when reading extended and some complex written or multimodal texts on concrete 
and some abstract topics that may use nonstandard language. 
 
Connections 
1 x ENG.09.RV.CS.3.1: Analyse and evaluate explicit and implicit connections between 
ideas, themes or perspectives and own experience, background knowledge, other texts 
or the wider world to support interpretation when reading extended and some complex 
written or multimodal texts on concrete and some abstract topics that may use 
nonstandard language. 
 
Mood and Tone 
1 x  ENG.09.RV.CS.7.1: Analyse and evaluate mood, tone or attitude, whether implicit or 
explicit, when reading extended and some complex written or multimodal texts on 
concrete and some abstract topics that may use nonstandard language. 
 
Overall Meaning 
1 x  ENG.09.RV.CS.1.1: Read and identify the overall meaning of extended and some 
complex written or multimodal texts on concrete and some abstract topics that may use 
nonstandard language. 

§ 1 expository text 
(B2.2-C1.1) of 330-350 
words (10% either 
way) 

§ 8 questions with 3 
options, one of which 
is the correct answer 
(2 marks each, total: 
16) 
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Part Level Theme Vocabulary Functional Language 

Part 4: Writing 
At Grade 

Level Goal 

Habits of Happiness 
or   Describing Trends: Stress 
Levels and Wellness Habits or 
combine thematical areas as per 
the CCG.  

Prompts to elicit:  
Vocabulary related to task and theme 

FL.16 Expressing opinion 
 FL.41 Describing causes and consequences  
 

Task Description Learning Outcomes  Construct Limits 

Guided constructed response 
____________________________ 

 
4.1 Read the text carefully. What 
are the two different points of 
view presented in the text? 
Summarise them in your own 
words. Write at least 4-5 
sentences.  
 
4.2 Read the text again.  Main 
writing prompt.  

• prompt 1 
• prompt 2 
• prompt 3 

 
Write at least 220 words in 
paragraphs.  

Presentation and development of ideas 
ENG.09.WR.P.2.1:  Express ideas, information, opinions, feelings, emotions and 
personal perspectives on concrete and some abstract topics, giving detailed reasons 
and explanations at some length using simple and complex language and expressions 
in extended written or multimodal texts, although there may be repetition of language 
and structures at times, and more complex language may result in occasional 
inaccuracies.  
 
Text Structure 
ENG.09.WR.P.4.1: Produce extended, structured written or multimodal texts on 
concrete and some abstract topics that clearly follow conventional text-type features 
appropriate to the task, contain paragraphs with topic sentences and supporting 
details, and show a clear awareness of audience, although there may be repetition of 
language and structures at times, and more complex language may result in 
occasional inaccuracies. 
 
Presentation and development of ideas  
ENG.09.WR.P.2.1: Express ideas, information, opinions, feelings, emotions and 
personal perspectives on concrete and some abstract topics, giving detailed reasons 
and explanations at some length using simple and complex language and expressions 
in extended written or multimodal texts, although there may be repetition of language 
and structures at times, and more complex language may result in occasional 
inaccuracies. 
 
Processing text in writing 
ENG.09.WR.S.6.1:  Summarise, paraphrase, synthesise, compare, contrast and explain 
information and arguments from a variety of sources of extended and some complex 
texts on concrete and some abstract topics, giving details where needed using simple 
and complex language and expressions in writing, although there may be repetition of 
language and structures at times, and more complex language may result in 
occasional inaccuracies. 

4.1  
§ One text (B2.2) of 200 

words related to theme 
that is structured on two 
thoughts.  

§ One question asking 
what the two points of 
view presented in the 
text are, in their own 
words. 

§ 15 marks (based on 
rubric)  
 

4.2 
§ One question asking 

them to write an opinion 
essay in response to the 
text asking for reasons, 
examples or evidence to 
support their opinion.  

§ Three prompts  
§ Word count: 220 words 
§ 25 marks (based on 

rubric) 
 


