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HSC.3.9.01.006 Demonstrate an understanding 
of the history of systems of
medicine, medicines, and pharmacy



HSC.3.9.01.006 Demonstrate an understanding 
of the history of systems of
medicine, medicines, and pharmacy



Example Question 1:

When did the separation between pharmacy and 
medicine occur?

a) The Egyptian golden age
b) Ancient Greece 
c) The Islamic golden age
d) The 21st Century 



Example Question 2:

Which of the following best describes pharmacy?

a) The science of the brain and human behaviour
b) The science of collecting, preparing and 
dispensing drugs
c) The study of the digestive system
d) The study of human growth and development 



HSC.3.9.01.008 Identify the evolving roles of the 
pharmacists in different
disciplines. 



Example Question 3:

Which medical professional prepares, dispenses and provides 
guidance on taking medication? 

a) Physiotherapist
b) Pharmacist
c) Psychologist
d) Paramdic



Example Question 4:

Which type of pharmacist works in a laboratory developing 
and creating drugs?

a) Community Pharmacist
b) Home-care Pharmacist
c) Research Pharmacist
d) Clinical Pharmacist.



HSC.3.9.01.001 Define pharmacology, pharmacokinetics, and
pharmacodynamics; and discriminate between drugs, 
medicines, and excipients



HSC.3.9.01.001 Define pharmacology, pharmacokinetics, and
pharmacodynamics; and discriminate between drugs, 
medicines, and excipients



Example Question 5:

Pharmacokinetics describes __________________.

a) What the body does to a drug 
b) What a drug does to the body 
c) Which medicines contain excipients 
d) What type of medicine is being used



Example Question 6:

Pharmacodynamics describes __________________.

a) What the body does to a drug 
b) What a drug does to the body 
c) Which medicines contain excipients 
d) What type of medicine is being used



Example Question 7:

Most medicines have ____ added to help formulate, protect or 
support them. These make medicines safer for us to use.

a) Drugs
b) Excipients 
c) Metabolites 
d) Antagonists



Example Question 8:

Which of the following does not influence pharmacodynamics

a) Patient age
b) Disease type
c) Pregnancy 
d) Hair colour



HSC.3.9.01.002 Identify how different dose forms, routes of 
administration and
dose adjustment impact upon the clinical outcome of drug 
administration.











Example Question 9:

Which of the following forms of medicine can be administered 
using the topical route of administration?

a) Cream
b) Capsules
c) Injections 
d) All the answers are correct



Example Question 10:

Which route of drug administration involves the use of 
injections? 

a) Oral
b) Topical
c) Parenteral
d) Sublingual



Example Question 11:

Which of the following routes of administration involve placing 
the drug under the tongue?

a) Oral 
b) Sublingual
c) Buccal 
d) Topical



Example Question 12:

What is a disadvantage of the oral route of drug administration? 

a) The digestive system can change the rate of absorption and 
the effect of the medication. 

b) The technique requires sterile preparation and aseptic 
conditions for administration. 

c) A trained medical professional is needed to supervise the 
patient taking the medicine. 

d) It can be uncomfortable for a patient to hold a tablet in their 
mouth for a long time.



HSC.3.9.01.002 Identify the appropriate use of antibiotics.





Example Question 13:

Which of the following diseases would you take antibiotics for?

a) Covid-19 
b) Influenza
c) Diabetes
d) Tonsilitis



Example Question 14:

Which of the following is a common side effect of using 
antibiotics?

a) Kidney stones
b) Blood clotting
c) Upset stomach
d) Blood disorders



Example Question 15:

How long will it take for antibiotics to start fighting bacteria 
after consumption?

a) A few minutes
b) A few hours
c) A few days
d) A few weeks



Example Question 16:

Antibiotics can be used to treat which of the following 
conditions? 

a) bacterial throat infection 
b) viral lung infection 
c) fungal skin infection 
d) all of the options are correct 



HSC.3.9.01.007 Interpret basic Latin prescription 
abbreviations





Example Question 17:

In pharmacy, which Latin abbreviation means ‘after meals’?
 
a) bid
b) prn
c) pc
d) stat



Example Question 18:

Use the information in the prescription to identify the route of 
administration for Ciprofloxacin 500mg. 

a) Intravenous (parenteral)
b) Topical
c) Buccal
d) Oral (By mouth)



HSC.3.9.01.004 Demonstrate competence in a broad range of 
basic, scientific,
and pharmaceutical calculations.







Example Question 19:

A patient requires 600 ml of an intravenous (IV) fluid to be 
administered over a period of 4 hours. Use the formula below to 
calculate how much liquid is administered per hour. 

a) 66.67 ml
b) 150 ml
c) 2400 ml
d) 300 ml



Example Question 20:

There is 5mg of prednisolone in one tablet. The doctor wants 
the patient to take 40mg once daily at 7am. How many tablets 
should the patient take at 7am? 

a) 2
b) 4
c) 6
d) 8



HSC.3.9.01.009 Demonstrate an understanding of essential 
communication
skills applied to pharmacy.





Example Question 21:

Which of the following is NOT one of the 5 C’s of effective 
communication?

a) Clear
b) Concise
c) Complicated
d) Complete



Example Question 22:

After administering a drug you should record when, what and if 
there were any side effects. This is an example of what.

a) Right dose
b) Right drug
c) Right time
d) Right documentation



HS.4.2.01.001 List the causes of foodborne illness







Example Question 23:

Cooking food to ____ C can kill large groups of dangerous 
bacteria within 30 seconds and ensure it is safe to eat. 

a) 37
b) 10
c) 70
d) 50



Example Question 24:

What happens to bacteria in the frozen food zone?

a) bacteria are destroyed 
b) bacteria cannot grow 
c) bacteria grow quickly 
d) bacteria are not affected by temperature changes



HS.4.2.01.002 Explore the concept of cross-contamination.





Example Question 25:

If used correctly, colour coded chopping boards can reduce the 
risk of cross-contamination during food preparation. What 
should a green coloured chopping board be used for?

a) raw meat and chicken 
b) cooked meats 
c) raw, unwashed vegetables 
d) washed vegetables and fruit


