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Questions — Indirect questions

Meaning

Indirect questions are questions which are part of a statement, another question, or an order:

Do you know what the time is? ‘What time is it?’ as part of a question.
I wonder if the match has started. ‘Has the match started?’ as part of a statement.
Please find out how much it is. ‘How much is it?’ as part of an order.

Form

e wh- questions

Introductory phrase + question word + positive sentence

Can you tell me what the time is? Canvyoutellme what is the time?
I’d like to know where the cinema is. {d like to know where is-the cinema-
Do you know which one you want? Do youknow which one doyou want?

e Yes/no questions
e Examples of introductory phrases

Do you know...?

| wonder / was wondering...
Can / Could you tell me...?
Do you happen to know...?

I’d like to know...

Would you mind telling me...?

| was wondering if you are hungry. lwas wondering if are-you-hungry
Could you tell me whether you like pizza? Couldyoutell me whether doyoulike pizza?




Questions — Indirect questions

Uses/Function

To be more polite when asking for information or making requests and offers:

Where is the bank? Could you tell me where the bank is?
Do you want a coffee? I was wondering if you want a coffee.
What time is it? Would you mind telling me what the time is?

When talking to people we don’t know very well or in professional situations:

How much does this cost? Would you mind telling me how much this costs.

Can you finish the project by tomorrow? I’d like to know if you can finish this by tomorrow.




