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Mastering Reported Speech    
 

 
 
Examples 

 

 

 She says she likes playing piano. 

 He tells me he is anxious. 

 

 

Direct Speech : “ I am a teacher .” 

Indirect Speech: He says (that)he is a teacher. 

 

Direct Speech : “ I like pizza.” 

Indirect Speech: He said he liked pizza. 

 

Direct Speech : “ I am cheerful today.” 

Indirect Speech: He said he was cheerful that day. 
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Direct Speech Reported Speech 

can could 

will would 

may might 

must must/had to 

should should 

ought to ought to 

might might 

 
Direct Speech : “ Where are you going?” 

Indirect Speech: He asked me where I was going. 

 

Direct Speech : “ Are you happy?” 

Indirect Speech: He asked me if/whether I was happy. 
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Exercises: 

Last Monday, Sarah came home from school looking both excited and puzzled. She told her 

mother that something strange had happened during English class. 

"Mrs. Allen said she (1)  (would give - gives - will give) us the test results by Friday," 

Sarah explained. Her mother raised an eyebrow. "So, how did you do?" 

"I don’t know yet," Sarah replied. "Then she asked me (2) (do I do - if I had done - did 

I do) all my homework last week." Apparently, Sarah had forgotten to complete one of her 

assignments. She seemed nervous and added, "She also told me (3)  (be – to be – being) 

more responsible. “Her younger brother, who had been eavesdropping, laughed. “Did she yell at you?” 

“No,” Sarah answered, rolling her eyes. “But she asked (4) (whether I had 

come - if I come - did I come) late on purpose. 

Their mother looked concerned. “You’re not in trouble, are you?” 

 

“I don’t think so,” Sarah said. “She told me that she (5) (gives - will give - 

would give) me another chance.” 

Her mother nodded. “That’s fair.” 

 
“Oh! And she asked the whole class (6)  (to be – being – be) ready for a 

surprise quiz tomorrow,” Sarah groaned. 

Her brother laughed again. “Better start studying!” 

 

Sarah sighed and muttered that maybe next time she’d remember to write her assignments 

down when the teacher (7) ( told – tells – telling ) them. 
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Example 1: The School Trip (Focus on Tense Shifts) 

Yesterday, the Geography teacher, Mr. Hassan, made an announcement about the upcoming field trip to the 

desert. 

"Mr. Hassan said that we (1) __________ (will visit / would visit / visits) the Mleiha Archaeological Centre 

next Tuesday," Fatima told her sister. Her sister asked if they were excited. 

Fatima replied, "Yes! But he asked us (2) __________ (did we bring / if we had brought / do we bring) 

our signed permission slips yet." She added that he told the class (3) __________ (not to forget / don't 

forget / not forgetting) their water bottles and hats because it (4) __________ (is / was / will be) very hot. 

Finally, she said that Mr. Hassan asked (5) __________ (whether we wanted / do we want / did we want) 

to see the fossils or the star-gazing gallery first. 

Answers: 1. would visit | 2. if we had brought | 3. not to forget | 4. was | 5. whether we wanted 

 

Example 2: The New Librarian (Focus on Questions & Commands) 

Last period, the students went to the library to meet the new librarian, Ms. Amna. 

Ms. Amna told the students that she (1) __________ (is / was / has been) happy to help them find books for 

their research projects. She asked the students (2) __________ (to sit / sitting / sat) down quietly. 

Then, she asked Ahmed (3) __________ (if he has / if he had / did he have) a library card. Ahmed told her 

that he (4) __________ (loses / had lost / will lose) his card last month. Ms. Amna smiled and told him (5) 

__________ (come / to come / coming) to her office later to get a new one. 

Answers: 

1. was | 2. to sit | 3. if he had | 4. had lost | 5. to come 

 

 

 

 

 

 


