Reported Speech - Rules & Exercises
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| WHAT IS REPORTED SPEECH? ‘ HOW TO REPORT
Reported speech is used to tell someone what Subject + reperting verb (say / tell} + that + reported clause
another person said. ; ;
We d + th + d Say — no object | Tell — with object
e R (He said that ..) (He told me that ...)
o CHANGES IN TENSES C) O ER CHTICE - )
DIRECT SPEECH REPORTED SPEECH | | 3
Present Simple - Past Simple CH'&NGE } EXAMPLES
Present Continuous ==  Past Continuous Pronouns | =+ he / she, me =+ him / her. wie —+ they. iy — his / her @
-;resent Perfect =+ Past Perfect | Possessive adjectives | my =+ his / her, our — their
Pasl Simple =+ Past Perfect Time expressions i now —+ then, today — that day, yesterday — the day before,
Pasl Continuous Past Perfect Continuous tomaron: =-the hextiday, riest weeek: = the follwing wiek;

-—
L e last week — the week before, here — thera
Wuil =+  Would e ———— 1 = = —— —— —
T | Place expressions here = there
Can =t  Could
T | This / These this — that, these — those
May — M[ght = il LR 05
[ Must =+ Had to | | Direct questions He asked me, “Where are you going?”
7 —+ He asked me where | was going. E\H.'a
| ulse | : e =1 WA
~ . Commands / Requests | "Close the deor,” — He told me to close the door.
1. IF lhe reparting verb is in the present or future, the tense usua”y “Please help me.” — He asked\me to halp him.
does not change.
2. If !he direct speech is a universal truth, the tense does not change N ——— L = = 3 }
S e ——)

9 TYPES OF REPORTED SPEECH o REPORTING VERBS

TYPE DIRECT SPEECH REPORTED SPEECH say_ I She okl ot SNGs tived.
& Statement “I like pizza.” He said that he liked pizza. o tell ~+ ' He told me that he would call me later.
% Question “Where do you live?” She asked me where | lived. ! 2 W PP meuhen | vs-aptn.
i e tell —+ The teacher told the students to be quiet.
arg Command “Close the window.” He told me to close the window. ® advise — He advised me to study hard. vl
| & suggest— She suggested visiting the museum. ™ -
Request “Please help me.” She asked me tothelp her. * explain = He explained that he had been busy. = ~

e warn — They warned us that it would rain,

) Suggestion “Let's go for a walk.” He suggested going for a walk.
- promise —* He promlsed that he would help.

' EXAMPLES @ REPORT THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES Q

> 'Direct: “l am reading a baok.” Rewrite the sentences in reported speech.
Reported: She said that she was reading a book. "I will call you tomorrow.” She said.

» Direct: “Can you help me?" "Where are you going?” He asked me.
Reported: He asked if | could help him.
»  Direct: "Don't the late.”

Reported: My mother told me not to be late.

“Please open the window.” She told me.

"We have finished our homework.” They said. _

»  Direct: “Let’s go to the cinema.”

Reported: They suggested going to the cinema,
¥ Direct: “Where is the station?”

Reported: He asked where the station was.

“Don't touch that.” The teacher warned the students.

1
2
3
4
5. “Can | use your pen?” He asked me,
6
7. “Let's have |lunch.” He suggested. = . — |
8

. "l was watching TV.” She said.

FILL IN THE BLANKS USING THE CORRECT FORM

Use the correct form of the verbs in brackets.

CHOOSE THE CORRECT OPTION

"W Choose the correct reportad speech.

1 He: said, M:am bugy:™ 4, He told me, “Den’t be noisy.” § Dacssid thiabh (be) h
#) He said he was busy.  b) He says he is busy, a) He told me not to be noise. R L h i
i She asked, “Where do you live?” B) He told me net to be noisy. 2. She told me that she (not watch) TV,
a) She asked where | hve. b} She asked where 1 lived. ¢} He told me don't be noisy. 3. They asked if | i - (have) a pen.
S ERUERa S. She asked, “Can you help me2” 4. My teacher said that the Earth
3. They said, "We will win the match.” a) She asked if | can help her. P
a) They said they will win the match. b} She asked if | could help her: {eiaue):reuid the Sue:
b} They said they would win the match. £} She: askud can | help ber: 8. He promised that he (finish) the waork,
) They say they will win the match. &, We were told that the meeting _ {start} at 10..
./{-. ; Y T = 2 \
' | REPORT THE QUESTIONS ( MATCH THE DIRECT SPEECH WITH THE REPORTED SPEECH
:\ 24 Change the gquestions into reported speech, =2 = Mateh the sentences.
1. “What is your nama?” 1. “I like chocolate.” . | & He asked me to pass the salt.
2. “"How did you do that?” ? 2. “Where is the post office?” e ' b. She said that she liked chocolate.
. “When will 2+ i
= LR SO = ! 3. “Please sit down.” . | c. They said that they were going to London.
L i 4 "W irig o Lordon” {4 Hausthece th offi
5 “Wihe i your teacher2” - i e are geing to London, L] . = e asked where the post ce was.
& “How much does it cost?’ 5. “Can you pass the salt?” L] | e 5he told me to sit down.
X 1 3 U S SO S e ——————————
e — QUICK TIPS REMEMBER:
=2 ~ e Change the tense (if needed). e Use “that” in statements. REPORT THE MESSAGE,
I . Change the pmnouns. time and place * Remove the quotatmn marks. NOT THE WORDS.
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