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Exam Specifications & Overview

Target Level: CEFR B2.2

Part 1:
Vocabulary
(10 Marks)

Part 2:
Grammar
(10 Marks)

Part 3: Reading
Comprehension
(40 Marks Total)

Part 4: Writing
(40 Marks Total)

Total Score: 100 Marks
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Part 1: Vocabulary (10 Marks)

Read the text and choose the correct word (A, B, or C) to complete each sentence,

Modern technological advancements and
rapid urban development have completely
transformed how societies function. As
populations grow, ensuring digital

(1) while maintaining personal
(2) becomes a major priority.
Furthermore, the large-scale shift toward
industrial (3) has proven to be
highly (4) for large corporations.
However, managing expanding urban
centers requires massive investments in
public (5) to handle traffic and
residential demands.

A. automation  B. privacy C. destination

A. database B. voyage C. freedom

A. interruption B. consequence C. automation

A. cost-effective B. heritable C. significant

A. congestion  B.infrastructure C. pollution



Part 2: Grammar (10 Marks)

Read the text and choose the correct word or structure (A, B, or C) to complete each sentence.

Integrating green technology into modern
architecture has become essential for sustainable urban 6
living. If green roofs (6) properly, they absorb
significant amounts of rainwater and reduce urban 7. P B. most & . Gie
heat. When comparing traditional roofs to living |
roofs, the latter option is often (7) efficient at
Insulating buildings against extreme summer 8: | A less B. Few C. Many
temperatures. (8) energy is consumed by |
cooling systems when proper vegetation is installed. 9
Experts frequently ask (9) architects plan to
Incorporate biodiversity into future megacity

projects. (10) , many developers hesitate due 10: ~ A.Furthermore B.However  C.Consequently
to initial high installation costs. |

.~ A. designed B. are designed C. design

- " A.that B. how C. what
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Part 3A: Reading - At Grade Level Goal (24 Marks) Personality: Nature or Nurture?

The Historical Debate: The debate surrounding
whether human personality is shaped primarily
by genetic inheritance (nature) or
environmental influences (nurture) remains one
of the most enduring discussions in modern
psychology. Historically, philosophers and
scientists have argued fiercely for opposing
sides. Early biological determinists
determinists suggested that our behavioral traits
and emotional responses are hardwired into our
DNA from birth. Conversely, extreme
environmentalists argued that humans are born
as blank slates, and that upbringing and life
experiences completely dictate who we
become.

Contemporary Psychology: In contemporary
psychology, however, this rigid dichotomy has
largely dissolved. Modern behavioral genetics
and neuroscientific research indicate that human
development is a complex, dynamic interplay
between genetic predispositions and
environmental triggers. Twin and adoption
studies have provided compelling evidence
that genes set broad developmental boundaries,
while the surrounding environment determines
where an individual falls within those
parameters.

Epigenetic Research: Furthermore, epigenetic
research has demonstrated that environmental
factors can influence gene expression without
altering the underlying DNA sequence. Stress,
nutrition, and social interactions act like chemical
switches, turning specific genes on or off.
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Part 3A: Reading Comprehension (Questions 1-4)

1. What was the core argument of early
biological determinists regarding human
personality?

A. Behavioral traits and responses are entirely
hardwired into human DNA from birth.

B. Upbringing and culture completely dictate
every aspect of human behavior.

C. Genetics have zero impact on how individuals
develop emotional responses.

2. According to contemporary psychology,
how do nature and nurture interact in human
development?

A. They operate as completely independent
forces that never intersect.

B. Environmental factors completely override
genetic blueprints in all cases.

C. They engage in a complex, dynamic interplay
shaping development together.

3. What specific type of research provided
compelling evidence regarding genetic
boundaries using twins and adopted
individuals?

A. Twin and adoption studies.

B. Epigenetic chemical switch tracking.

C. Artificial intelligence behavioral modeling.

4. Based on the passage, what role does the
surrounding environment play regarding
genetic predispositions?

A. It alters the fundamental DNA sequence
iInherited at birth,

B. It determines where an individual falls within
the broad boundaries set by genes.

C. It has no measurable effect on inherited traits.
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Part 3A: Reading Comprehension (Questions 5-8)

5. How do environmental factors such as stress and
nutrition influence gene expression according to
epigenetic research?

A. By acting like chemical switches that turn specific
genes on or off.

B. By permanently destroying the underlying DNA
structure.

C. By replacing genetic material with acquired traits.

6. What is the main point emphasized in the second
paragraph?

A. Genetic inheritance is completely irrelevant
compared to early childhood education.

B. Modern research views human development as a
collaboration between genetics and environment
rather than a strict divide.

C. Scientists have finally proven that environment
dictates 100 percent of human intelligence.

7. What does the term dichotomy most likely mean
in the context of paragraph 2?

A. A complete harmony and agreement between two
concepts.

B. An unpredictable scientific experiment.

C. A sharp division or contrast between two opposing
things.

8. What is the overall primary message of the passage?

A. The old nature-versus-nurture debate is obsolete
because modern science shows both genetics and
environment work in deep synergy.

B. Human personality is exclusively determined by
genetic codes inherited from parents.

C. Environmental interventions can completely erase
any genetic health condition.
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Part 3B: Reading - Beyond Grade Level Goal (16 Marks) Megacities and Small Towns

The Megacity Dilemma: The unprecedented The Small Town Counter-Movement:
acceleration of global urbanisation has given rise Consequently, a counter-movement celebrating
to the phenomenon of the megacity—metropolitan | the sustainability of smaller towns has gained
areas housing over ten million inhabitants. While momentum. Proponents of small-town living

these sprawling urban behemoths serve as argue that decentralized communities offer
engines of economic growth and innovation, they | superior quality of life, cleaner air, and stronger
simultaneously present staggering logistical social cohesion.

dilemmas, including traffic congestion, severe air

pollution, and inadequate housing Smart-City Solutions: However, abandoning
infrastructure. megacities entirely is neither practical nor

economically viable, as they remain unparalleled
incubators for education and specialized
healthcare. The solution lies in transforming
urban architecture through smart-city planning.
Integrating vertical vegetation, optimized public
transport, and advanced drainage systems allows
megacities to evolve into sustainable ecosystems.
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Part 3B: Reading Comprehension (Questions 9-12)

9. What threshold defines a megacity according
to the text?

A. Metropolitan areas housing over ten million
inhabitants.

B. Cities with a completely rural economic base.
C. Urban regions with populations under one
million.

10. Which of the following is cited as a primary
advantage of living in smaller towns?

A. Access to multinational corporate headquarters
and global financial markets.

B. Stronger social cohesion, cleaner air, and
reduced stress levels.

C. High-density commercial networking
opportunities.

11. What modern technological shift has
accelerated migration away from dense urban
centers?

A. Automated manufacturing robotics.
B. High-speed underground freight trains.
C. Remote work technologies.

12. What can be inferred about the author’s view
on completely abandoning megacities?

A. It is neither practical nor economically viable due
to unique urban resources.

B. It is an urgent necessity that all governments
should mandate immediately.

C. It will happen automatically within the next five
years.
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Part 3B: Reading Comprehension (Questions 13-16)

13. What tone does the author adopt throughout
the discussion?

A. Dismissive and overly emotional.

B. Objective, analytical, and balanced.

C. Fearful and pessimistic about the future.

15. What can be inferred about the future
direction of urban development based on the
passage?

A. Cities will merge megacity innovation with
ecological mindfulness rather than choosing a
single lifestyle.

B. Small towns will completely disappear as
everyone moves back to mega-metropolises.

C. Technology will eliminate the need for physical
buildings entirely.

14. How does the concept of smart-city planning
connect to urban sustainability?

A. It proves that rural towns are completely
superior to any form of urban living.

B. It suggests that cities should stop expanding
their populations altogether.

C. It provides practical architectural solutions,
such as vertical vegetation and drainage, to solve
megacity crises.

16. What is the overall primary message of the
passage?

A. Megacities are failing ecological experiments
that must be replaced by rural settlements.

B. Balancing the economic power of megacities
with the sustainability of small towns through
smart planning is essential for future habitation.
C. Urbanisation has no positive benefits for
human society.



Part 4: Writing Task 1.1 (15 Marks)

The rapid expansion of megacities has sparked a
fierce debate regarding the ideal human habitat.
Proponents of megacities argue that large urban
centers are indispensable hubs of economic
opportunity, technological innovation, cultural
diversity, and advanced career growth. They
contend that high-density living maximizes
resource efficiency through shared public
transport and concentrated infrastructure.
Conversely, critics and advocates of smaller
towns emphasize that megacities suffer from
debilitating traffic congestion, severe
environmental pollution, social isolation, and
exorbitant living costs. They advocate for
decentralized living, asserting that smaller towns
provide a healthier environment, stronger
community bonds, and a significantly superior
work-life balance.

Téék Cuns_t-rai'ﬁmts

Ob];twe Summa'ri'ze' aﬁd Contrast
Information

e Compare the two points of view
presented.

e Contrast the distinct arguments.

e Summarize the main ideas in your own
words.

Strict Length Limit: 4 to 5 sentences total.
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Part 4. Writing Task 1.2 - Comparative Essay (25 Marks)

Topic: Many people believe that living in large megacities offers the best opportunities for

professional and personal success, while others argue that smaller towns provide a
healthier and more sustainable lifestyle.

Column A: Megacities Column B: Small Towns
-> Analyze Advantages & Disadvantages -> Analyze Advantages & Disadvantages

Student Requirements:
- Length: Minimum 220 words in structured paragraphs.
- Position: Explain which point of view you agree with and give detailed reasons.

- Evidence: Support your choice with clear examples regarding lifestyle, career, and
environmental impact.



Official Answer Key

Part 1 Part 2 Part 3A Part 3B (Reading
(Vocabulary) (Grammar) (Reading GLG) Beyond GLQG)
1. A (automation) 6. B (are designed) 1. A 9. A
2. C (freedom) 7. C (more) 2. C 10. B
3. C (automation) 8. A (Less) 3. A 1. C
4. A (cost-effective) 9. B (how) 4. B 12. A
5. B (infrastructure) 10. B (However) 5. A 13. B
6.B 14. C
7. C 15. A
8. A 16. B
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