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Advanced

Summary Writing Practice

Focus Areas: Smart Homes &
Comparing Two Places
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How to Master the Contrast Summary

Follow these guidelines to structure your 4-5 sentence response.

h .:,-",'..

Identify View A. Identify View B. Paraphrase. Check Length.

Read the first half of the Look for transition words Rewrite both viewpoints Ensure your final

text to locate the primary (However, In contrast) to using your own summary is exactly 4 to

argument or benefit. locate the opposing vocabulary. Do not copy 5 complete sentences.
argument. sentences directly.
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Part 1: Smart Homes

Question 1: Are Smart Homes a Good Choice?

Smart homes have become increasingly popular as
technology continues to change the way people live.
Some people believe that smart home systems make life
easier, safer, and more comfortable. For example,
residents can control lights, air conditioning, and
household appliances using their smartphones. Smart
security cameras also allow homeowners to monitor
their properties when they are away.

Furthermore, automated systems can reduce energy
consumption by switching off unused devices, which
may help families save money.
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However, other people believe that smart homes create more
problems than benefits. They argue that installing advanced
technology can be expensive, particularly for families with limited
budgets. Smart devices also depend heavily on internet
connections and electricity, meaning that technical

technical failures may interrupt daily activities. Another

concern is privacy, as some devices collect personal information
about their users. If these systems are not properly protected,
hackers may access sensitive data. Critics also point out that
people can enjoy comfortable lives without relying on
complicated technology. Although smart homes offer
convenience and modern solutions, their disadvantages make some
homeowners question whether they are truly necessary.

Task: Read the text carefully, then summarise the two

contrasting points of view about smart homes in 4-5
complete sentences, using your own words.
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Part 1: Smart Homes

Question 2: Do Smart Homes Help
Protect the Environment?

As environmental concerns increase, smart home technology is
often presented as a useful way to reduce energy consumption.
Supporters argue that smart thermostats, automatic lighting, and
energy-monitoring systems help households use electricity more
efficiently. These devices can adjust heating and cooling according
to residents’ needs and prevent unnecessary energy use. Smart
irrigation systems can also reduce water waste by controlling when
gardens are watered. According to supporters, adopting these
technologies can lower household bills while encouraging
environmentally responsible habits.
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Nevertheless, some environmental experts question whether
smart homes are always as environmentally friendly as they
appear. Manufacturing electronic devices requires raw
materials and energy, while transporting them contributes to
pollution. In addition, smart devices may become outdated
quickly, creating electronic waste that can be difficult to
recycle. Some systems also consume electricity continfy, even
when residents are not actively using them. Critics believe that
simple actions, such as switching off unnecessary lights and
improving home insulation, can achieve meaningful
environmental benefits without requiring expensive
technology. Therefore, while smart homes may improve energy
efficiency, their overall environmental impact depends on how
they are designed, used, and maintained.

Task: Read the text and summarise the contrasting views

on the environmental impact of smart homes in 4-5
complete sentences.
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Part 2: Comparing Two Places -
Unit 2 Practice

Question 3: Living in Urban Areas vs Rural Areas

Choosing where to live is an important decision because the
surrounding environment can influence people’s lifestyles
and opportunities. Many people prefer urban areas because
cities offer a wide range of services, including hospitals,
universities, shopping centres, and entertainment facilities.
They also provide more employment opportunities and
convenient access to public transport. For young people, ~%
cities can offer greater chances to develop professional skills and MM
experience different cultures. These advantages make urban
life attractive to individuals seeking career development and
an active lifestyle.
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In contrast, other people prefer rural areas because they
provide peace, open spaces, and closer contact with nature.
Rural communities often experience less traffic congestion and
noise than large cities. Some residents also appreciate the
stronger relationships that can develop in smaller communities.
Living in the countryside may be more affordable in certain
locations, particularly when housing costs are considered.

However, rural areas may offer fewer job opportunities and
limited access to specialised healthcare, educational institutions,
and public transportation. People may need to travel long
distances to access essential services.

While urban areas provide convenience and professional
opportunities, rural areas appeal to those who value tranquillity
and a slower pace of life.

Task: Read the text and summarise the two contrasting points of

view about living in urban and rural areas in 4-5 complete sentences.
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Part 2: Comparing Two Places -
Unit 2 Practice

Question 4: Visiting Natural Destinations vs
Historical Cities

People have different preferences when choosing
destinations for their holidays. Some travellers
prefer natural destinations, such as mountains,
forests, and beaches, because these places allow
them to escape busy routines and enjoy peaceful
surroundings. Outdoor activities, including hiking,
swimming, and wildlife observation, can

provide enjoyable experiences and encourage
healthier lifestyles. Natural tourism may also
support local communities by creating
employment opportunities. Visitors can develop a
greater appreciation for the environment and the
importance of protecting natural resources.
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Other travellers prefer historical cities because they offer
opportunities to explore culture, architecture, and the traditions
of earlier generations. Museums, ancient buildings, and historical
landmarks help visitors understand how societies developed
over time. Historical cities also tend to provide a variety of
restaurants, hotels, and organised tours, making travel more
convenient. However, popular destinations can become crowded
and expensive during holiday seasons. Some historical sites may
also suffer damage because of excessive tourism.

Although natural destinations provide relaxation and contact with
nature, historical cities attract visitors who want cultural
experiences and educational opportunities. Ultimately, both
types of destinations offer valuable experiences, but they

appeal to travellers with different interests and priorities.

Task: Read the text and summarise the contrasting points of

view about visiting natural destinations and historical cities in 4-5
complete sentences.
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