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GRAMMAR REVISION 
Grade 12 General / 11 Advanced 

 

Choose the best option (A, B, or C) to fill in each blank. 

1. If scientists had not installed underwater microphones, they ________ the low-frequency 
songs of blue whales. 

• A) wouldn't have recorded 

• B) hadn't recorded 

• C) won't have recorded 

2. While exploring the jungle, the research team accidentally ________ a rare pack of howling 
wolves. 

• A) ran into 

• B) ran them into 

• C) ran into them 

3. The lead zoologist stated that dolphins ________ signature whistles to identify one another. 

• A) uses 

• B) had used 

• C) have used 

4. Before the new digital audio software was introduced last year, thousands of bird calls 
________ by hand. 

• A) have been cataloged 

• B) had been cataloged 

• C) had cataloged 

5. The silverback gorilla ________ the drum-like chest-beating gesture for several minutes 
before the rival troop finally backed away. 

• A) was performing 

• B) had been performing 

• C) has been performing 
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6. Honeybees can accurately direct their hive mates to far-off nectar sources ________ they 
have tiny brains. 

• A) despite 

• B) even though 

• C) in spite of 

7. Thousands of years ago, ancestral dogs ________ bark as frequently as modern 
domesticated breeds do today. 

• A) didn't use to 

• B) wouldn't use to 

• C) weren't used to 

8. If the warning calls of the birds had been paid attention to, the monkeys ________ the 
approaching predator. 

• A) would avoid 

• B) will have avoided 

• C) would have avoided 

9. Field biologists must never ________ their research equipment, as wild chimpanzees are 
notoriously curious. 

• A) look after 

• B) look away from 

• C) look away 

10. Dr. Awad told the conference attendees that his team ________ data on elephant 
infrasound the previous winter. 

• A) had collected 

• B) has collected 

• C) collects 

11. By the time the conservation park was officially established, the local bird population 
________ by illegal hunting. 

• A) had decimated 

• B) had been decimated 

• C) was being decimated 
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12. The researchers realized that the pod of killer whales ________ in circles for hours looking 
for food before they finally changed direction. 

• A) had been swimming 

• B) have been swimming 

• C) were swimming 

13. ________ ant colonies utilize complex chemical pheromones to signal danger, they also 
rely on physical touch. 

• A) Because of 

• B) In spite of 

• C) Although 

14. Biologists note that prehistoric whales ________ live in shallow coastal waters before 
adapting to the deep ocean. 

• A) used to 

• B) use to 

• C) were used to 

15. If the alpha wolf had not given the signal, the pack ________ the hunt. 

• A) wouldn't have started 

• B) didn't start 

• C) wouldn't start 

16. Young songbirds always ________ their parents to learn the precise melodies unique to 
their species. 

• A) take for 

• B) take after 

• C) take after them 

17. The journal article reported that the test subjects ________ to the audio playback of 
predatory growls. 

• A) had reacted 

• B) react 

• C) will react 
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18. The secret underground tunnels of the meerkat clan ________ by heavy rainfall before the 
cameras could capture them. 

• A) had destroyed 

• B) had been destroyed 

• C) have been destroyed 

19. The team ________ the migration patterns of monarch butterflies for months before they 
discovered the primary overwintering site. 

• A) had been tracking 

• B) have been tracking 

• C) were tracking 

20. ________ the severe weather conditions in the Arctic, the researchers successfully 
documented the mating calls of walruses. 

• A) However 

• B) Despite 

• C) Even though 
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