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Gr 12 Adv – Writing Practice – Part 2 – 
The Essay 

Opinion Essay Vs Comparison Essay 

🧠 1. Main Difference Between Opinion Essay and Comparison Essay 

Feature Opinion Essay Comparison Essay 

Purpose To express your personal 

opinion on a topic and 

support it with reasons and 

examples. 

To discuss similarities 

and/or differences between 

two ideas, things, or 

viewpoints, often showing 

balance and evaluation. 

Tone More personal and 

subjective – may use 'I 

think', 'In my opinion'. 

More analytical and 

balanced – focuses on 

objective comparison, but 

may include personal 

evaluation at the end. 

Focus Focuses mainly on what you 

believe and why. 

Focuses on describing, 

contrasting, and sometimes 

evaluating two subjects or 

viewpoints. 

Evidence Type Based on personal examples 

and opinions. 

Based on factual 

comparison, examples, and 

logical organization of 

similarities/differences. 

Structure Introduction → Body 

(reasons) → Conclusion. 

Introduction → Comparison 

Points 

(similarities/differences) → 

Conclusion. 

Counterargument Not required. Not required, but balance 

between two sides is 

essential. 

Language Uses linking words like 'I 

believe', 'In my opinion', 

Uses linking words like 

'similarly', 'in contrast', 'on 
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'personally'. the other hand', 'whereas'. 

🧠 2. Structure and Planning for Each Type 

🧠 A. Opinion Essay Structure 

Purpose: To express your opinion clearly and support it with reasons and examples. 

🧱 Structure (4–5 paragraphs): 

1. Introduction – Introduce the topic and state your clear opinion. 

2. Body Paragraphs – Give reasons and examples. 

3. Conclusion – Restate your opinion and summarize points. 

🧠 B. Comparison Essay Structure 

Purpose: To analyze similarities and/or differences between two subjects or viewpoints. 

🧱 Structure (4–5 paragraphs): 

1. Introduction – Introduce the two subjects and state what will be compared. 

2. Body Paragraph 1 – Discuss similarities. 

3. Body Paragraph 2 – Discuss differences. 

4. (Optional) Body Paragraph 3 – Give personal evaluation. 

5. Conclusion – Summarize comparison and state your viewpoint. 

🧠 Example Topic for Comparison 

Topic: Some people think students should wear school uniforms. Others believe they should 

have freedom to choose their clothes. 

In an Opinion Essay: 

I believe students should wear school uniforms because it promotes equality and saves 

time. Firstly, uniforms make all students look the same, which reduces bullying. Secondly, 

students spend less time worrying about fashion and more time studying. In conclusion, 

uniforms help students focus on learning and create a sense of unity. 

In a Comparison Essay: 

Both school uniforms and free clothing choices have advantages and disadvantages. 

Uniforms promote equality and discipline, while free clothing allows self-expression and 

comfort. However, uniforms may limit creativity, whereas casual clothes may increase peer 

pressure. Overall, while freedom is important, uniforms help create a more focused school 

environment. 

🧠 Practice Topics 

🧠 1. Brain Function Theories (Left vs. Right Brain) 

Writing Question: Both sides of the brain have been linked to different types of thinking. 

Write a comparative essay discussing the two viewpoints presented in the text. 

Write at least 220 words. 
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Prompts: 

1. 1. What are the two different views about how the brain functions? 

2. 2. Which view do you personally agree with more, and why? 

3. 3. Use examples or evidence to support your opinion. 

🧠 2. Urbanization and Development 

Writing Question: Some people believe urbanization improves quality of life, while others 

think it causes serious problems. Write a comparative essay discussing both views. 

Write at least 220 words. 

Prompts: 

4. 1. What are the main advantages and disadvantages of urbanization according to the 

text? 

5. 2. Which opinion do you support? Give clear reasons. 

6. 3. Suggest one way governments could balance progress and environmental protection. 

🧠 3. Two Ways of Living (Urban vs. Rural Life) 

Writing Question: The text discusses two different lifestyles — urban and rural. Write a 

comparative essay analyzing both and expressing your personal point of view. 

Write at least 220 words. 

Prompts: 

7. 1. What are the main advantages of each way of living? 

8. 2. Which lifestyle do you personally find more appealing? Explain why. 

9. 3. How can people find balance between comfort and simplicity in modern life? 

🧠 4. Two Ways of Democracy (Direct vs. Representative) 

Writing Question: There are two main types of democracy: direct and representative. Write 

a comparative essay explaining both systems and evaluating their effectiveness. 

Write at least 220 words. 

Prompts: 

10. 1. How do the two forms of democracy differ? 

11. 2. Which system do you think works better in today’s world? Give reasons. 

12. 3. What challenges or benefits can come from each system? 

🧠 5. Ways of Life: Japan and Dubai 

Writing Question: The text describes life in Japan and Dubai as examples of combining 

tradition and modernity. Write a comparative essay discussing both lifestyles and 

expressing your own opinion. 
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Write at least 220 words. 

Prompts: 

13. 1. How are Japan and Dubai similar and different in their ways of life? 

14. 2. Which place do you think offers a better quality of life? Support your answer with 

reasons. 

15. 3. What can each culture learn from the other to improve modern living? 


