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Grade 12 English Assessment 1 _T.1 _2025-2026 ( 20 Marks ) 

Name : ………………………………………………………………………….  Date : 1/10/2025 

Section 1: Reading Comprehension /10 

Read the following passage , then answer the questions below : 

Making a Profit and Helping People 

In today’s interconnected world, businesses are no longer judged only by the 

profit they make, but also by the positive impact they create in society. 

Many companies have realized that helping people and protecting the 

environment are not separate from financial success. In fact, socially 

responsible businesses often build stronger reputations, attract loyal 

customers, and gain long-term profits. 

 

One example is found in companies that focus on fair trade. By ensuring 

that farmers and workers receive fair wages for their products, these 

businesses not only improve lives but also create loyal supply chains. When 

workers feel respected and supported, they are more productive and 

committed. This stability benefits both the company and the community. 

 

Another example is in the technology sector. Several large companies have 

launched projects to provide free education, internet access, or job training 

in underdeveloped areas. These initiatives may not provide immediate 

financial returns, but they help create a future generation of skilled workers 

and potential customers. In the long run, these investments strengthen the 

company’s market position while addressing social problems. 
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However, not everyone agrees that businesses should focus on social good. 

Critics argue that the primary responsibility of a business is to maximize 

profits for its shareholders. They claim that if companies spend too much 

on social programs, they may lose their competitive edge and fail to survive 

in highly competitive markets. Some even argue that governments, not 

businesses, should take the lead in solving social issues. 

 

Despite these concerns, many experts believe that a balance between 

profit-making and helping people is the most sustainable way forward. 

Profit provides the fuel for innovation and growth, while social 

responsibility ensures that this growth does not harm communities or the 

environment. In other words, when “money talks,” it should speak not only 

of profit, but also of progress and people. 

1. What is the main idea of the passage? 

   A) Businesses should only focus on making money. 

   B) Social responsibility can strengthen a company’s success. 

   C) Customers never care about company values. 

   D) Companies should donate all their profits. 

2. According to the passage, socially responsible companies often: 

   A) Lose money quickly. 

   B) Build stronger reputations. 

   C) Ignore their employees. 

   D) Have no competition. 
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3. What benefit is mentioned for companies that pay fair wages? 

   A) Lower productivity. 

   B) Higher employee motivation. 

   C) Fewer sales. 

   D) More criticism. 

4. What do customers prefer according to the passage? 

   A) Companies with high prices. 

   B) Businesses that share their values. 

   C) Companies that advertise heavily. 

   D) Businesses that ignore social issues. 

5. What do critics argue is the main responsibility of businesses? 

   A) Helping society. 

   B) Making maximum profit. 

   C) Training employees. 

   D) Reducing competition. 

6. What do some critics believe governments should do? 

   A) Replace businesses in solving social issues. 

   B) Stop companies from growing. 

   C) Support only shareholders. 

   D) Avoid regulating markets. 

7. Why might donating to charity improve a company’s sales? 

   A) Customers feel connected to the company’s values. 

   B) Charities promote the products directly. 

   C) Donations reduce product prices. 

   D) It makes the company less competitive. 
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8. Which of the following is an implied benefit of social responsibility? 

   A) Short-term gains. 

   B) Better long-term success. 

   C) Immediate higher profits. 

   D) Total elimination of competition. 

9. If a company spends too much on social programs, what might 

happen? 

   A) It may lose its competitive advantage. 

   B) It will gain unlimited profits. 

   C) Employees will leave. 

   D) Customers will boycott. 

10. Which statement best reflects the author’s opinion? 

    A) Businesses should only make profits. 

    B) Social programs are a waste of money. 

    C) A balance of profit and responsibility is best. 

    D) Companies should donate everything to charity. 

Section 2: Vocabulary (Level B2)   /10 

 What do the underlined words mean ? 

1. The company gained a strong reputation for treating workers fairly. 

   A) Fame 

   B) Image 

   C) Criticism 

   D) Weakness 
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2. Customers remain loyal to brands that share their values. 

   A) Unfaithful 

   B) Trustworthy 

   C) Supportive 

   D) Temporary 

3. Offering fair wages can motivate employees to work harder. 

   A) Discourage 

   B) Inspire 

   C) Ignore 

   D) Prevent 

4. The company invests in sustainable projects that help the environment. 

   A) Temporary 

   B) Long-lasting 

   C) Risky 

   D) Expensive 

5.  What part of speech is the word responsibility in the following sentence 

Critics argue about the responsibility of businesses. 

   A) Noun  

   B) Verb  

   C) Adjective  

   D) Adverb 

6. The factory improved conditions for workers. 

   A) Situations 

   B) Challenges 
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   C) Contracts 

   D) Salaries 

7. The company tries to balance  the profit and the  social value . 

   A) Ignore 

   B) Equalize 

   C) Remove 

   D) Reduce 

8. Many companies donate part of their profits to charity. The word donate 

is a/an ……………………… 

   A) Adjective  

   B) Adverb 

   C) Noun  

   D) Verb  

9. Helping the poor is considered a value by many businesses. 

   A) Price 

   B) Belief 

   C) Sale 

   D) Benefit 

10. The company faced criticism for not being socially responsible . 

   A) Praise 

   B) Support 

   C) Disapproval 

   D) Success 
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Section 3: Grammar    /10 

1. I usually ___ my opinion clearly in meetings. 

   A) state 

   B) stated 

   C) have stated 

   D) was stating 

2. He always ___ about the importance of helping others. 

   A) talks 

   B) talked 

   C) have talked 

   D) is talked 

3. They ___ already ___ their profits this year. 

   A) have / increased 

   B) has / increased 

   C) have / increases 

   D) had / increase 

4. I ___ the company’s social projects many times. 

   A) visit 

   B) visited 

   C) have visited 

   D) was visiting 

5. She usually ___ her opinion politely. 

   A) expressing 

   B) expressed 
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   C) expresses 

   D) has expressed 

6. We ___ never ___ such an inspiring project before. 

   A) have / seen 

   B) has / saw 

   C) had / see 

   D) are / seen 

7. He ___ in this company since 2018. 

   A) works 

   B) has worked 

   C) is working 

   D) worked 

8. I always ___ that profit and social good can go together. 

   A) believing 

   B) believed 

   C) believe 

   D) have believes 

9. They ___ the benefits of helping people many times before. 

   A) discussed 

   B) have discussed 

   C) discusses 

   D) are discussing 
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Answer Key 

Reading: 1-B, 2-B, 3-B, 4-B, 5-B, 6-A, 7-A, 8-B, 9-A, 10-C 

Vocabulary: 1-B, 2-C, 3-B, 4-B, 5-A, 6-A, 7-B, 8-D, 9-B, 10-C 

Grammar: 1-A, 2-A, 3-A, 4-C, 5-C, 6-A, 7-A, 8-B, 9-C, 10-B 


