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Shamal School - Cycle 3 English Exam 

Grade 10 General / 9 Advanced (CEFR B1.2) /              Total Marks: 100 

Section A: Reading (60 Marks) 

A) Vocabulary Gap-Fill (12 Marks) 

Dominate, essential, evolution, impact, influence, mitigate 

The 1._______ of technology has transformed how we live and work. Smartphones, for example, 

have become an 2._______ part of our daily lives, allowing for instant communication and 

access to information. However, this constant connectivity has its downsides. Many people 

worry about the 3._______ of social media on mental health and the loss of genuine human 

interaction. It is crucial to find a balance and not let our devices 4._______ our lives completely. 

Developing healthy digital habits, such as setting time limits for screen use, can help 5._______ 

these negative effects. Ultimately, technology is a powerful tool, and its 6._______ depends on 

how we choose to use it. 

B) Grammar Gap-Fill (12 Marks) 

Word Bank: be discussed, have, have been warning, happen, will be, will have 

disappeared 

If I 1._______ more free time, I would learn how to code. Many experts believe that coding 

2._______ one of the most important skills in the future. In fact, by the time I graduate, many 

jobs that exist today 3._______. Technology is developing so quickly that it's hard to predict 

what 4._______. For years, scientists 5._______ about the potential dangers of artificial 

intelligence. It's a topic that should 6._______ more openly. 



 

Part 2: Reading Comprehension (36 Marks) 

Reading 1: Expository Text (18 Marks) 

Instructions: Read the text and answer the 6 multiple-choice questions that follow. 

The Advantages of a Cashless Society 

The global trend towards a cashless society, where physical money is 

replaced by digital payments, is accelerating. This shift offers numerous 

benefits. For individuals, cashless transactions are incredibly convenient. 

Instead of carrying bulky wallets, a smartphone or card is all that’s needed. 

This also enhances security; if a card is stolen, it can be quickly cancelled, 

and digital payments create a clear record that can help track spending and 

deter illicit activities. For businesses, handling cash is costly and time-

consuming. Digital payments streamline this process, reduce the risk of theft, 

and can provide valuable data on consumer behavior. On a broader scale, a 

cashless system can improve tax collection and reduce crimes associated with 

physical currency. However, the transition is not without challenges. It risks 

excluding people who lack access to banking and digital technology, such as 

the elderly or those in low-income brackets. Ensuring digital literacy and 

universal access to banking services is therefore critical to creating an 

equitable cashless future. 

1. What is the main topic of the text? 

a) The history of money 

b) The challenges of digital banking 

c) The benefits and issues of a cashless society 

d) The best ways to save money 



2. According to the text, what is a key benefit of digital payments for individuals? 

a) They are anonymous 

b) They are convenient and secure 

c) They help people earn more money 

d) They do not require a bank account 

3. How do businesses benefit from going cashless? 

a) By reducing costs associated with handling cash 

b) By attracting only wealthy customers 

c) By eliminating the need for customer service 

d) By paying fewer taxes 

4. The word "streamline" in the text means to: 

a) make something more complicated 

b) make something more efficient 

c) make something more expensive 

d) make something more traditional 

5. Who is most at risk of being excluded in a cashless society? 

a) Business owners 

b) Young people with smartphones 

c) People without access to banks or technology 

d) Government tax collectors 

6. What does the author suggest is necessary for a fair cashless society? 

a) Banning cash completely 

b) Ensuring everyone has access to banking and digital skills 

c) Lowering taxes for everyone 

d) Forcing businesses to accept only digital payments 

 

 

 



 

Reading 2: Expository Text (18 Marks) 

Instructions: Read the text and answer the 6 multiple-choice questions that follow. 

The Rise of the Gig Economy 

The nature of work is changing. Increasingly, people are moving away from traditional 

nine-to-five jobs and towards the "gig economy." This term refers to a labor market 

characterized by short-term contracts and freelance work, as opposed to permanent jobs. 

Platforms like Uber, Deliveroo, and Upwork are at the forefront of this trend, connecting 

service providers directly with customers. The primary appeal for workers is flexibility. 

Gig workers can often choose their own hours and work from anywhere, offering a sense 

of autonomy that many traditional jobs lack. This can be ideal for students, parents, or 

anyone seeking to supplement their income. However, the gig economy has a significant 

downside: a lack of stability and benefits. Most gig workers are classified as independent 

contractors, meaning they do not receive health insurance, paid sick leave, or retirement 

contributions from the company. This can lead to financial insecurity and pressure to work 

long hours. As the gig economy continues to grow, it raises important questions about the 

future of work and what society owes to its workers. 

1. What is the "gig economy"? 

a) A market based on permanent, full-time jobs 

b) A system of bartering goods and services 

c) A labor market of short-term and freelance work 

d) An economy focused only on the entertainment industry 

2. What is the main advantage of gig work for workers? 

a) High salary 

b) Job security 

c) Flexibility and autonomy 

d) Comprehensive benefits 



3. Which of the following is an example of a gig economy platform? 

a) A traditional manufacturing company 

b) A government agency 

c) A university 

d) Uber 

4. The word "autonomy" in the text is closest in meaning to: 

a) independence 

b) stress 

c) wealth 

d) routine 

5. What is a major disadvantage of gig work mentioned in the text? 

a) It is boring and repetitive 

b) It requires too much training 

c) Workers lack benefits like health insurance 

d) There are not enough gig jobs available 

6. What is the overall tone of the text? 

a) Purely positive and enthusiastic 

b) Purely negative and critical 

c) Balanced, showing both pros and cons 

d) Sarcastic and dismissive 

 

Section B: Writing (40 Marks) 

Instructions: Read the text below, summarize the main idea in one sentence, and then 

write a 150-word argumentative response, giving your own opinion on the topic. 

The internet has made it possible to work from anywhere in the world. This flexibility 

allows employees to have a better work-life balance and reduces time spent commuting. 

Companies also benefit by saving money on office space. However, some argue that 



remote work leads to a lack of team cohesion and can blur the line between personal and 

professional life, as employees may feel pressured to be available at all hours. 
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